
It’s Greek to Me

				    http://www.brookline-pgh.org February 2009Issue 8

Letter from the Editor
  It’s February. Rejoice! Only a month 
and a half of serious winter left.  Mid-
month we celebrate the holiday of love 
and romance -Valentine’s Day.   
   Our Valentine gift to you is a new 
feature.  This month we introduce 
columns from Senator Wayne Fontana, 
Representative Chelsa Wagner and 
Councilman Jim Motznik.  They will 
be updating us monthly on various 
projects relevant to our community.  
   When you go shopping for your 
Valentine, start your shopping on the 
boulevard. You can buy that special 
dessert from Party Cake or Kribel’s.  
Stop at Michael’s for a card and 

þowers. Or Salon Canova 
for a gift certiýcate.  If your 
Valentine is a comic book 
fan, stop at Geekadrome. Plan 
dinner at Moonlite or It’s Greek 
to Me.  Canôt ýnd a babysitter, bring 
dinner home from Mateo - don’t forget 
the cannoli!
    Last month President Obama ex-
horted us to work for a common good. 
We agree. After all, this newsletter is 
a volunteer effort. You don’t have to 
search the web for a place to volun-
teer. You can volunteer right here in 
Brookline. Some of us remember a 
different time when street sweeping 

was done every week, and home mail 
delivery was twice a day.  Times have 
changed.  We can sit and rail about 
what we don’t have, or, like Sam 
Riston pictured on page two, we can 
pitch in and improve our community. 
We’re all in this together. In upcoming 
issues, we will be introducing local 
volunteers and offering you opportu-
nities to volunteer.  Change is in our 
hands.   
    The tea kettle is whistling so we 
will put our soapbox aside for now. 
Time to curl up with a cup of chai tea 
and the 2009 Seed Savers Catalog.  
It’s never too early to plan the garden.                                                

   Has the winter chill sent your mind 
wandering to the warm sunny Mediter-
ranean?  Mike Petrou, owner of It’s 
Greek to Me, can’t give you the warm 
Mediterranean, but he can give you the 
Greek meal. 
    Mike emigrated from Cyprus about 
30 years ago and brought his love of 
food with him.  In fact, his motto is 
“Eat, Live, Love.  If you like to eat, 
then you know how to cook,” Mike 
explains.
  Clearly this man must REALLY like 
to eat.
    Gyros lead the menu.  These gy-
ros are a balanced mix of meat and 
vegetables.  In addition, the menu 
includes several dinners including 
calamari, loubia, coriander-crusted 
shrimp and souvlaki, marinated pork 
shoulder.  Appetizers include saganaki, 
fried cheese with lemon juice, and 
Skordalia.  Skordalia is like hummus, 
but made with pureed potatoes instead 
of chick peas.  
    The cozy dining room is available 

for private parties and can accommo-
date approximately 34 people.  Mike 
is a  long time Brookline resident 
and points out the variety of dining 
establishments available to residents.  
“You can have Greek one night, pizza 
another, Italian the next.” 
    It’s Greek to Me is BYOB.  So get 
your bottle of wine and escape to our 
local taverna.  Ah, a glass of Retsina 
and a plate of Skordalia  - heaven!
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Above: Mike Petrou preparing a custom-
er’s order.  Left: Gyro anyone?
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