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Letter from the Editor
   The garlic we planted in the fall has 
sprouted. Spring is coming! Potholes 
are busting out all over. Spring must 
be coming!! Macy’s mannequins are 
wearing short sleeve summer dresses 
and cotton slacks. Spring is definitely 
coming!!! 
    Begin the season by attending the 
Spring Fling at the Magistrate’s office 
on March 21. We know Brookline 
made negative front page news last 
month. If you have been attending 
Block Watch meetings, or talked to 
police officers - many who live in 
Brookline, you know that incident was 
the exception. We all need to be more 

aware and more willing to 
call 911 when we see any-
thing out of the ordinary or a 
crime in progress. 
    We hear people say they don’t 
want to report a neighbor or a friend. 
If that neighbor or friend walked into 
our home and dropped trash, wrote 
on our walls, or sat at our table and 
snorted, smoked or injected drugs, we 
would be running to our telephone. We 
couldn’t dial 911 fast enough. If you 
own a home or rent in Brookline, you 
own a piece of the community. The 
community is an extension of your 
living room. Litter, graffiti and drugs 

they lower the value of our property 
and destroy the quality of life in our 
community.  
    We propose a challenge. Make this 
the year of Brookline’s reawakening. 
Introduce yourself to a neighbor you 
don’t know. Take advantage of one 
opportunity to volunteer. Stop at one 
business on the boulevard that you 
don’t usually frequent. Attend one 
community event. Come to the Spring 
Fling and pick up a packet of seeds. 
Do your part to make Brookline bloom 
this year!
    
                                         

  Stop at Sal’s Barber Shop the next 
time you’re on the boulevard. Open 
the door and walk back in time, yet 
it’s clearly a modern barber shop. Sal 
Bondi’s choice of wood cabinets with 
marble tops and mirrors with carved 
frames gives his shop a warm relaxed 
feel.  From the curio case at the door  
- to the collection of mustache cups 
framing the mirrors  - to the vintage 
barber chair in the back, Sal’s Barber 
Shop is a nostalgic treat.
   In fact, the State Board of Licens-
ing uses Sal’s Barber Shop to hold 
their licensing exams once every three 
months. Salvatore Bondi’s roots are in 
Brookline. His father had the shop for 
60 years. Sal gave up his shop on the 
UCLA campus in sunny Westwood, 
California to return to Pittsburgh so 
he could work with his father. Sal’s 
mother was a beautician and her 
license is in the curio. Sal attended 

the Pittsburgh Barber School on the 
North Side. He laughs remember-
ing the dinner table arguments about 
which profession was better—barbers 
or beauticians.  
   Make no mistake though, this is a 
barber shop. This is the place men go 
to get a hair cut - secure in the knowl-
edge that a game will be on the televi-
sion, and they can feel free to shoot 
the breeze with the other guys.  This is 
not the place for a manicure, a dye job 
or having the Steeler logo fashioned 
on your scalp.  
   Sal has maintained your father’s 
barber shop which is just what many 
men want.  Sal’s customers are not just 
Brookline residents. They also come 
from Mt. Lebanon and Upper St. Clair.  
Some men stop just to socialize, or for 
a piece of penny candy from the plant 
stand at the door.

By Pamela Grabowski

712 Brookline Blvd. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15226                    
412-341-4313 
Hours: Tues. & Wed. 9:00 – 5:00  
Thurs. 10:00 - 6:00, Fri.  9:00 - 5:00
Sat.  9:00 -  3:30 
Sun. & Mon.  Closed  

Sal Bondi’s shop features wood cabinets, 
a tin ceiling and a warm, inviting feel-
ing one doesn’t expect to find in a barber 
shop.    Photo by Catia Alencar

Sal’s Barber Shop
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Volunteer Tribute

By Pamela Grabowski

   We might also add to Merriam Web-
ster’s definition “one who receives 
little or no recognition for the enor-
mous amount of time and effort spent 
helping others.” We are honoring two 
of Brookline’s volunteers this month - 
Karen Stuart from Brookline Christian 
Food Pantry and Louise Mullen from 
Meals on Wheels.  
    Louise Mullen was reticent about 
having her picture taken. We were go-
ing to try to change her mind, but our 
interview was scheduled on a day that 
weather conditions made a trip to her 
Mt. Lebanon townhouse an impos-
sibility. We settled for a telephone 
interview with Louise. Louise lived on 
Bellaire Avenue for about sixty years 
until her recent retirement and subse-
quent move to Mt. Lebanon.  
   Meals on Wheels was a perfect fit 
for Louise. Several of her neighbors 
would ask Louise to stop at Eat ‘n’ 
Park to pick up meals. Around 1970 
there was a meeting at St. Mark Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church with local 
clergy and residents to discuss a local 
Meals on Wheels. In the beginning the 
volunteers were mostly women, but 
recently men have joined the ranks of 
volunteers usually as drivers. Louise 
started out delivering. “Seeing how 
people were living was depressing.” 
She moved to the kitchen for the next 
38 years.  
    “They need more volunteers,” 
Louise says. The kitchen volunteers 
prepare meals for 65 people. “On 
Wednesdays when I was working, four 
or five of the volunteers were past 80!” 
Louise had to retire because of back 
problems, and she misses the cama-

raderie of the kitchen workers. “I still 
think about going in, but right now I 
enjoy being able to stay in when the 
weather is bad.”
    Karen Stuart is a retired school 

teacher who now spends her days 
gathering food for an ever growing 
number of families in need. Karen 
started with the Brookline Christian 
Food Pantry through the Pittsburgh 
Baptist Church over 22 years ago.  She 
lives in Crafton, but spends her days 
picking up food from places like Ein-
stein’s, the Italian Bread Place and any 
other businesses she can convince to 
donate their extra food. She even got 
the Banksville area Curves to collect 
for the Food Pantry. 
    The basement area of the Brookline 

Boulevard United Presbyterian Church 
on the second Saturday of the month 
resembles a supermarket with cans of 
food stacked to the ceiling, and bread 
and rolls lining the tables. This is the 
main event, but emergency services 
are provided all month long. Calls 
come in from local churches and sup-
port groups like St. Vincent DePaul 
requesting food. In November, Karen 
and the crew under the direction of 
Pat Erny fed 205 families. December 
dropped to 190 families, and January 
was about 126 families. That’s fami-
lies, not people. Families who might 
also need diapers, and in December 
toys. Yes, the Food Pantry gathered 
toys for the children. Another nice 
touch is the decorated cake provided 
for families celebrating a birthday dur-
ing the month.  
    November was tight. Many people 
to feed and little food coming in, but 
Karen says she prayed. Her prayers 
were answered. Answered so well that 
one of the volunteers surrounded by 
stacks of food told Karen, “Will you 
stop praying for food.” 
    “We share our extras with others be-
cause everyone shares with us,” Karen 
says.  “We send food to the senior high 
rise and to Meals on Wheels.”  
    If you can commit some time to ei-
ther of these organizations, they would 
appreciate it. Even one day a week 
helping to deliver for Meals on Wheels 
would help.  You can send monetary 
gifts for the Brookline Christian Food 
Pantry to Brookline Christian Food 
Pantry, c/o Pat Erny, 1036 Norwich 
Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15226. 

Volunteer: one who renders a service or takes part in a transaction while having no legal  
concern or interest. ~Merriam-Webster

Left: Pat Erny, director of Brookline 
Christian Food Pantry. Right: Karen Stuart.   
Photo by Michael Grabowski



http://www.brookline-pgh.org     Page 3March 2009

South Pittsburgh Development Corp
By Pamela Grabowski

   SPDC will be changing the loca-
tion of the monthly meeting.  The new 
location is the Brookline Boulevard 
United Presbyterian Church.  The 
church location will accommodate 
SPDC’s increasing membership.  
    Lois McCafferty  updated  the 
collection balance for the Christmas 
Lighting Drive.  It is now $2,570.  

That’s a $500 increase from January.  
Lois also discussed the Community 
Day event planned for the summer 
at the Brookline Recreation Center.  
Community Day would follow the 
very popular Brookline Breeze.
    The Recreation Center or more 
specifically the pool at the Recreation 
Center was  also discussed.  The pool  

was always a popular gathering place 
until it was closed several years ago.  
There are quite a few residents that 
would like to see this pool reopened, 
and they are not buying into the offi-
cial line that it needs significant repair.  
Residents were encouraged to call 311 
and voice their support for reopening 
the pool at the Recreation Center. 

Brookline Block Watch
By Pamela Grabowski

   Zone 6 Commander Scott Schubert 
and Officer Ken Stevwing attended 
the February meeting. There were 25 
residents in attendance at this meet-
ing, and more residents should be 
attending.  Brookline is home to many 
of Pittsburgh’s finest. The officers 
who call Brookline home want a safe 

community as much as anyone. These 
officers are making arrests when they 
are off duty and see a crime in prog-
ress. Commander Schubert noted that 
the police have noticed an increase in 
calls about strangers in the neighbor-
hood or unknown cars frequenting a 
neighborhood.  

    The police are working on the 
increase in robberies and burglaries.  
There are patrol cars and unmarked 
cars as well as undercover officers 
working to catch the individuals 
involved.  Both officers asked that the 
residents continue to watch and call. It 
does help.     

READERS RESPOND
  I have another old business that used to be on the Boulevard. Garrubba Bros. Meat Market. They sold meat and groceries 
and also made their own home made hot and sweet sausages. It was located at 526 Brookline Blvd. I have an old kitchen 
thermometer that they must have given to customers. It is hanging in my kitchen. I also have a scale used to weigh nails 
and such from Bryant’s hardware.                                           

By Mike Zang

Left: Brookline 
resident Keith Knecht 
received  his Jefferson 
award at a ceremony 
on February 12 at the 
Carnegie Music Hall.    
Photo by Amy Fisher.

Congrats!



From Councilman Jim 
Motznik: Graffiti Removal

  With Spring coming and warm 
weather right around the corner, this 
is the time that graffiti vandals will 
strike.  These criminals plague our 
buildings and landmarks with gang 
signs and foul language.  The City of 
Pittsburgh needs your help to make 
sure graffiti vandals are caught and our 
streets are kept clean.  Here are a few 
helpful hints about reporting graffiti.
If there is graffiti in progress imme-
diately call 9-1-1 and give them the 
location of where the graffiti tagging 
is taking place and a description of the 
vandal.
If your personal property has been 
recently tagged call 9-1-1 so a police 
officer can take a report and have the 
graffiti removed.
If it is old graffiti contact the Mayor’s 

Service Center at 3-1-1 
and report it to a 
constituent service 
operator to have 
removed.
If you have any 
problems with any of these services 
contact my office at (412) 255-2131 
and a member of my staff will help 
you with any issues you may have.
   Keep in mind that in order for graf-
fiti to be removed it needs to be close 
to 50 degrees for the power washer 
to operate.  Any graffiti that has been 
done over the winter months will not 
be removed until Spring.  If you have 
questions about graffiti removal or any 
other neighborhood concerns please 
contact my office.

March 2009

The February budget 
address was sober-
ing, driving home 

the recession’s impact 
and emphasizing 
that dramatic 
change is need-

ed.  While there are no sales or per-
sonal income tax increases proposed, 
significant programs have been cut or 
eliminated to try to address the deficit.  
Although protecting our residents and 
businesses during this difficult time is 
imperative, it will not be easy.
    The legislature is authorizing the 
use of its surpluses from prior fis-
cal years, but this will only have a 
minimal impact. The Governor is also 
proposing transfers from the rainy 
day fund, an increased cigarette tax, 
a smokeless tobacco tax, and a sur-
charge on the Marcellus Shale drill-
ing.  He has also indicated his intent to 
consider any legislative proposals for 
revenue enhancements.
    The budget continues to support 
education; increasing grant funding 

for students in secondary education 
and continues funding to the Pre-K 
through 12 programs.  The proposal 
also preserves safety nets for Penn-
sylvanians in need with additional 
funding for health care, prescriptions, 
services for physically and mentally 
challenged, services for our seniors 
and child care and early interven-
tion for those in need.  Coordinating 
emergency response efforts, expanding 
prison capacity, funding community 
corrections, providing more parole 
agents, and increasing the number of 
troopers in Pennsylvania also remain a 
priority.
    We now begin the process of 
deliberating changes to the budget.  I 
believe that everything is on the table 
at this point.  In addition to short term 
fixes, we also need to consider long-
term scenarios that can save money 
for taxpayers in the future.  We need 
to remain open minded about options 
while working cooperatively to ensure 
that we move forward in a fiscally 
responsible manner.

From Senator Wayne Fontana
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  In the past month, many 
constituents have ap-

proached my office 
with concerns about 

public safety in 
Brookline due 
to an increase in 
burglaries. As 
a community, 
one of the most 
important things 

we can do is remain vigilant about 
crime prevention.
   Brookline has a very active Block 
Watch group that meets on the second 
Tuesday of each month at District 
Justice McLaughlin’s Office. Attend-
ing these meetings can help you learn 
to protect yourself and your neighbors. 
My office recently took Brookline’s 
Block Watch on a tour of the 911 Call 
Center to help members understand 
how 911 calls are responded to. If you 
cannot attend Block Watch meetings, 
talk with your neighbors and watch 
out for each other’s homes.
   In addition to awareness, take steps 
to make your home safer. Keep your 
doors and windows securely locked. 

You can make it look as if you are 
home in the evening by using tim-
ers to turn lights on when you are not 
there. If you will be away on vacation, 
have a neighbor or family members 
pick up your newspaper and mail. Do 
not leave valuables such as cash and 
jewelry in view from windows.
   When walking from your car to your 
home, or walking through the neigh-
borhood at night, be sure to remain 
in areas with good lighting. Using 
motion detector lights outside of your 
home provides lighting without being 
a drain on electricity.
   If your house looks like it has been 
broken into, do not go inside, call 
911, and wait at a neighbor’s house. 
If someone tries to enter your home 
while you are present, try to leave 
the house immediately and go to a 
neighbor’s home to call 911. If you 
feel threatened or see someone suspi-
cious, err on the side of caution and 
call 911. If you have further questions 
about public safety or any other issues, 
please feel free to contact our district 
office at 412-343-2094.

We want to hear from you. 
If you have questions about 
Brookline, maybe we can 
help you get answers. We wel-
come your comments. Send 
your questions or comments 
by email, phone or mail. 
 
Email: mnp.grabowski@
verizon.net 
Telephone: 412-343-2859 
Mail: The Brookline c/o 
SPDC, PO Box 9606, Pitts-
burgh, PA 15226. 
 
Get The Brookline in  
COLOR! Send your email 
address to mnp.grabows-
ki@verizon.net. Put “The 
Brookline” in the subject line. 
 
Pick up The Brookline at a 
Boulevard merchant. Look 
for “The Brookline Available 
Here” sign in the window. 
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From State Representative Chelsa Wagner



SPRING FLING on March 21 needs 
volunteers.  Call Annette 412 341-
9863 or Mary Anne 412 341-9103. 

 COMMUNITY DAY in August 
needs volunteers.  Call Linda Boss at  
412-563-0759. 

 MEALS ON WHEELS call 412-
343-8144 
 
 SENIOR VAN TRANSPORTA-
TION call 412-344-4222 

 BROOKLINE CHRISTIAN FOOD 
PANTRY call Pat Erny 412-344-8451 
 
 CLOTHES CLOSET MINISTRY 
call Bernice at 412-343-0937
    Are you unable to volunteer right 
now? You can still help many of these 

organizations. Clothes Closet Ministry 
is collecting used clothing for people 
who use the Food Pantry. They also 
need hangers and plastic bags.  
   Meals on Wheels accepts cash and 
donations of cookies, desserts and 
bread.
    If you can buy just 
about anything you 
want at the grocery 
store, add a grocery 
store gift card at 
checkout. No matter 
how small it will help 
the Brookline Chris-
tian Food Pantry. 
    Lend a hand any 
way you can.  That’s 
what sustains a thriv-
ing community.
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March 9
Chamber of Commerce Meet-
ing  6:00PM at Magistrate Charles 
McLaughlin’s office 736 Brookline 
Blvd.
March 10 
Brookline Block Watch Meet-
ing  7:00PM at Magistrate Charles 
McLaughlin’s office 736 Brookline 
Blvd. 
March 17
South Pittsburgh Development Corp 
Meeting  7:00PM 

United Presbyterian Church  1036 
Brookline Blvd.
March 18
Digital Photography Class 6:00PM  
Brookline Recreation Center  Ages 13 
and up.  Space is limited.   
412-571-3222
March 21
Brookline’s Spring Fling  11:00AM—
2:00PM  Magistrate Charles 
McLaughlin’s office 736 Brookline 
Blvd.
Cookies, Coffee, Tea and the tradi-

tional Flower Seeds.
March 30
Brookline Area Community Coun-
cil  “Education in Pittsburgh Public 
Schools”  with Sherry Hazuda at 7:30 
PM St Mark’s Church  Corner of 
Brookline Blvd. & Glenarm Ave.
April 4
Breakfast with the Easter Bunny   
11:00AM  $2.00 per
person.  Everyone eats. Brookline 
Recreation Center.

THIS MONTH

YOUTH PROGRAMS:
Boys & Girls Indoor Soccer   
$15.00 Fee 
  
Kinder Sports   
Free program of sports and crafts 
with Mickey and Milan.  11:00AM to 
Noon.  Age 6 and under 

Girls Fast Pitch Softball   
Sat.  2:00PM to 3:00 PM Free
 
Mr. Joe’s Fitness Program   
Come and receive personal in class 

training and nutritional from Joe Syz-
manski.  Ages 13 to 17 
 
Boxing   
Get ready for Golden Gloves.  Mon. 
Tues. Wed. 6:00PM to 9:00PM.  Ages 
8 to 36. Subnovis, novis and open 
divisions are trained by Mike and 
Carlos.

ADULT PROGRAMS:
Joe’s Fitness Club  Come and receive 
personal in class training and nutri-
tional from Joe Syzmanski. Men & 

Women age 18 and over 
 
Boxing  Get ready for Golden Gloves.  
Mon. Tues. Wed. 6:00PM to 9:00PM.  
Ages 8 to 36. Subnovis, novis and 
open divisions are trained by Mike and 
Carlos.
 
Body Sculpting and Weight Loss 
Program Mon. and Thurs. 6:30PM to 
7:30PM  $30.00 Fee for 10 classes
Yoga  Tues. 6:15PM to 7:15PM  $50 
Fee for 6 week session or $10 per 
class. 

BROOKLINE REC CENTER - 412-571-3222

VOLUNTEERS NEEDEDBy Pamela Grabowski


