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What an amazing community we have! We marvel at the ethnic diversity of our
Letter from the Editor
neighborhood. Greece, China, Lebanon, Italy, and Mexico are all represented on the
Boulevard, and we think we may have missed one or two countries. We have different religions and
cultural backgrounds, but we all share one thing in common—Brookline. We want to feel safe walking down the Boulevard, and we want the shops in our community to prosper. How do we get there?
Call 911 when you see a drug deal happening. If it looks like a stranger is trying to get into your
neighbor‘s house, call 911. Our community is home to many officers. They tell us that they call 911 when they see or
suspect a crime occurring. They want us to do the same. Don‘t judge the police concern by their response time. The 911
command center logs and directs the calls based on their importance. Your call about a drug deal may be what the drug
task force needs to move forward on an arrest. Sometimes you just have to be patient and allow the police to make a case
that will hold up in court.
The variety of stores on the Boulevard and their future is entirely in your wallet. We will miss Michael Whitlinger’s
unique gifts, but we hope someone else opens a gift shop. Before you head to the mall or a big box store consider the
Boulevard. Try a pretzel tray from Vinnie’s Pretzels for your next Steeler party. Between Krazy Bros., Vinny’s Pizza,
Fox’s Pizza and Antonio’s Pizza, we shouldn‘t see a Domino‘s box in your garbage! If your budget is like ours, we
understand that you cannot eat out every night or treat yourself to a massage every month, but when you can afford to
treat yourself, spend local, buy local, support local!

LOVELY HANDS
MASSAGE

732 Brookline Blvd.
Pittsburgh, PA 15226
412-552-8551
Hours: Mon.— Sat. 11:00AM to 9:00PM
Call for Appointment

My first appointment at Lovely Hands Massage followed a weekend
of gardening, hanging laundry and housework resulting in a backache and leg pain. Frankly,
I think Ivy Shen has misnamed her business. It should be ―Magic Hands,‖ although that
sounds like the type of massage therapy Ivy WILL NOT do. She makes that very clear with
the sign in her establishment.
While Ivy and Anny Deng, a part-time massage therapist, work on men and women, Ivy
is a strong proponent of massage for women. A massage relieves stress and muscle tension.
―Women are always the caretakers, but they need to take care of themselves first,‖ says Ivy.
It makes sense that you can‘t take care of others if you aren‘t well. Viewed as a luxury in
this country, massage therapy constitutes part of a healthy lifestyle in China. Ivy explained
that it is common for people in China to follow a regular massage schedule.
Lovely Hands Massage is not about new age aromatherapy. Ivy uses high quality natural
oils that are not highly fragranced. In addition, the natural oils do not Ivy Shen
leave a greasy residue on the skin. A towel steamer sanitizes freshly
laundered towels before use.
Currently, Ivy is offering a $10 discount on 30, 45 and 60 minute massages. For women, the discount is $15. Why do the women get a better discount? Simple. Massaging a woman is easier.
Women are usually smaller so there‘s less work. For $45 ladies can get a 60 minute massage that
will relieve stress better than happy hour or a new pair of shoes.
The holidays are coming men. Perhaps this year the special woman in your life deserves a massage. Lovely Hands has gift certificates. Winter is coming along with the snow. A massage would
help loosen those cold, tight muscles. I know it worked for me. I left Lovely Hands Massage with
no backache and no leg pain. I‘m cutting back on lunches out so I can schedule another massage
and heed Ivy‘s message to ―Love Yourself More.‖
-Photos and story by Pamela Grabowski
Anny Deng
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NEWSLETTER UPDATE
Perhaps we‘re the only ones who think there
should be a print issue of The Brookline.
Could it be that some of our print issue readers
are waiting for the last issue and then they are going to
sign up for home delivery. Or, while some readers have
been enjoying The Brookline, they feel that when it‘s
gone, que sera sera.
We know. We did a countdown in the past, then got a
reprieve. There‘s no reprieve this time that we can see.
Our donation box in
Cannon Coffee held $23
last month. We appreciate
every one of those dollars. We will use your
donations to print as
many copies as we can.
Your donation to the
newsl et t er i s t ax deductible since SPDC is
a nonprofit organization. Nate Mallory and Ben Haake,
owners of Cannon Coffee, have generously offered to
match the money you donate.
We are still asking for your ideas. Do we continue to
print in color on pages one and eight? Do we switch to an
all black and white edition? Should we try a cheaper paper? Should we eliminate some columns or features to
reduce the size of the paper?
If a copy of The Brookline is in your hands, we need to
hear from you. Your paper is going to disappear in seven
months. Contact us now!

Brookline Farmers’ Market
Seton Center Parking Lot 1900 Pioneer Avenue
Every Wednesday 11:00AM—6:00PM

CONTACT THE BROOKLINE
The Brookline Staff
Pamela Grabowski Editor
Jan Beiler Proofreader/Advertising
Amy Fisher Proofreader
Deb Park Proofreader
Julie Salas Proofreader
Rosemarie Traficante Delivery
South Hills Printing - The Brookline’s official printer
The Brookline by email is in FULL COLOR!
The Brookline is also available by mail. A one year subscription is $15 with your $10 membership to SPDC.

MINIMIZE GLARE
WHEN DRIVING
WITH POLARIZED EYEWEAR
Starting at $150.00
(Complete with single vision or 28FT lenses)

A-BOSS OPTICIANS, INC.
938 Brookline Blvd. * 412-561-0811
SERVING THE SOUTH HILLS AREA
FOR OVER 39 YEARS * WE REPAIR

STAMP OUT MAIL BOX
GRAFFITI
Clean Pittsburgh Commission, U.S.
Postal Service, Totally Against Graffiti
(TAG), South Side Graffiti Watch, City Graffiti Task Force
and City Graffiti Busters have formed a partnership to remove graffiti from street mail collection boxes and relay
boxes. The program has begun in Carrick/Mt. Oliver, South
Side, Strip District, Oakland and Bloomfield/Friendship.
More neighborhoods could be targeted every six months.
Most mail boxes are graffiti tagged. It's a citywide problem. Removing graffiti can only be done by Postal Service
maintenance staff.
However, thanks to the efforts of Carrick‘s Missy
Rosenfeld, Pittsburgh Postmaster Rocco D'Angelo is asking
the public to help. "Any mail box that is tagged or in need
of repair should be reported to us," said the postmaster. The
number to call to report graffiti on mailboxes is (412) 3597845.
-Information from Councilwoman Natalia Rudiak’s Office

THE BROOKLINE PAST ISSUES
Clint Burton has archived past issues of The Brookline at
www.brooklineconnection.com.

We want to hear from you. Send your questions
or comments by email, phone or mail. November
issue’s deadline is October 10. December issue’s
deadline is November 10.
*****ADVERTISING RATES*****
Contact Pamela Grabowski at mnp.grabowski@verizon.net
or call 412-343-2859 for more information. We now have
over 1,300 readers.
All ads purchased after July 1, 2010 will be a standard width of
3.75 inches. We charge by the height of the ad at $12.00 per
inch. This is an example of a one inch ad space.
Remember ad graphics and artwork are free! Call us to place
your ad in The Brookline.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Email: thebrookline@brookline-pgh.org or
mnp.grabowski@verizon.net
Telephone: 412-343-2859
Mail: The Brookline c/o SPDC, PO Box 9606, Pittsburgh, PA
15226.

Pick up The Brookline at a Boulevard merchant. Look for
―The Brookline Available Here‖ sign in the window.

Funding for newsletter by Pennsylvania Department of Community &
Economic Development

Copyright 2008, South Pittsburgh Development Corporation - All
Rights Reserved
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SENATOR
WAYNE
FONTANA
I am pleased to partner with the American HealthCare Group and Dormont for the second consecutive year to offer a Senior Flu Shot Clinic on Friday,
October 15th from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Dormont Recreational Center.
Free flu shots are available with Medicare coverage
(you must present your Medicare Part B health insurance
card at time of vaccination) and Non-Medicare flu shots
are available for a $28 vaccination charge. No appointment is necessary.
The Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
lists people over the age of 50 as one of several groups
recommended for a yearly, seasonal flu shot. The CDC
recommends that seniors receive one influenza vaccine
each year as soon as the vaccine becomes available, or at
least before December, in order to give time (about two
weeks) for the body to build antibodies for protection
against the flu. The vaccine should provide protection
throughout the regular flu season, even if administered at
the start of the flu season.
Those over 50 aren‘t the only ones who should get vaccines. Anybody and everybody should get a flu shot who
doesn‘t want to be sick or give the flu to their family and
coworkers. Influenza can always be a serious illness.
Otherwise healthy adults and children will lose a week of
work or school, knocked down by fever, aches, cough,
respiratory symptoms and fatigue. Senior citizens, very
young children and those with underlying health issues
face more complications.
A record 171 million doses of flu vaccine are expected
this year. The vaccine covers one strain of Type B influenza and two strains of Type A influenza, including the
H1N1 Type A that swept across the nation last year.
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KEYSTONE
REHABILITATION SYSTEMS
If you live in Brookline and have to have your rotator cuff
worked on, you‘re in luck. If you want to have it done at a
laid-back clinic by a physical therapist whose aim it is to
make you smile – luckier still. Is passion pushing it? Not if
you ask Adrienne Zeiler PT, DPT who‘s been working as a
physical therapist for Keystone Therapy Group at 968
Brookline Blvd. since July. She considers the neighborhood
clinic ―her baby.‖
The twenty five-year-old graduate of Duquesne University
said she‘s been working to bring the facility to a new level,
one with a relaxing atmosphere that helps patients feel at
ease. In the same vein is her aim to treat the whole person,
not just their ailment.
―When people come in here, they‘re not always smiling,‖
she said. ―The way I operate is to make people smile.‖
Her holistic practices also put her on the firing lines working side-by-side with patients through some of the more
painful drills that she asks of them on their road to recovery.
Working for Keystone is no coincidence. Her philosophy
works in harmony with the company‘s, which provides patients one-on-one care with the same therapist throughout
the course of their treatment. This is in contrast to many larger clinics where patients could see a different therapist,
sporting white hospital coats, upon each visit.
At the clinic, Zeiler sees any number of therapeutic cases,
with a high concentration of orthopedic work, i.e., knee replacements and ligament and muscle damages from sports
and work-related injuries.
Which makes this particular clinic even more appealing to
the doctorate of physical therapy, as she is currently working
toward her Orthopedic Certified Specialty (OCS), an additional certification for specialization in her field.
―I love what I do, but it‘s not always easy. It‘s hard to see
people struggle with their injuries,‖ she said. ―However, it‘s
amazing watching them get back to life, whether it‘s gardening, bowling or riding a motorcycle.‖
-Jackie Day
At left: Adrienne Zeiler at Keystone Rehabilitation Systems.
Photo by Pamela Grabowski
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JOANNE’S CORNER
Things that aren’t here anymore - Part Twenty

Just to let you know, the Brookline 50s Picnic on September 19 was a huge success. This picnic has been going
on for 21 years thanks to Butch Davoren. It wouldn‘t
happen without him. He knows everyone who grew up in
Brookline and has contact with them all.
On another note, Halloween is upon us. Do you remember going ―tick-tacking‖ the week before Halloween?
Ringing doorbells, running a spool of thread on windows,
and some bad kids would soap car windows.
On the spooky side, do you recall the ―Green Hornet?‖ It
was told that he would lurk in tunnels and underpasses
around Brookline. He never was caught, but he was seen
by a lot of people as folklore goes.
Our Halloween parade was on Halloween in the early
evening, and after we would go ‗trick or treating.‖ There
was never school the next day because of the Holy Day.
The parade formed at the Cannon (where else) and proceeded to the firehouse where winners were announced
and candy was given out. It was a big night in Brookline
second only to the school picnic.
-Joanne Fantoni
Question of the Month: Does anyone remember what
night was family night at the Boulevard Theatre and the
cost per family in the 1940s?

Last Month’s Memory Teaser
Question of the Month: What sport did we play in gym at
Brookline School, and who were some of our instructors?
Answer: Betty Jane Ellis at Elizabeth Seton High
School, Rosella [Rosanne] Dugan, & Miss Sekely.
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READERS’ RESPONSE
I attended Brookline School from 2nd through 8th
grades, September 1961 - June 1968.
The girls' gym teacher was Rosanne Dugan, a former
champion lady wrestler. She wore a white tennis outfit
with seamed stockings. She was tall (she seemed huge to
me), and she was definitely ahead of her time when it came
to girls' activities.
Miss Dugan taught us basketball, volleyball and kickball.
We played softball outside in the field. I remember looking forward to the field being oiled every spring because
we couldn't use it until the oil dried. (I hated going outside
in my weird gym suit.)
We did gymnastics (I still cringe when I remember my
awkward attempts at the forward roll and cartwheel.)
We did calisthenics - jumping jacks and situps and running in place.
Miss Dugan also had a tom-tom that she would tap her
fingers on, and we would move in rhythm to the beat she
played.
And who can forget square dancing?!
She and Mr. Augustino, the boys' gym teacher, organized a
boy/girl get-together. The boys chose their partners (how
embarrassing it was to stand there and wait for a boy to call
your name), and we couples-by-force, most with the male 2
to 4 inches shorter than the female counterpart, dosey-doed
around the gym once a week.
Miss Dugan also taught Health. Who can forget the lessons on Human Reproduction??!!!!
Seriously, though, Miss Dugan organized a wonderfully
well-rounded program for students from 3rd through 8th
grade. When I look back on it, she had a monumental
amount of work to accomplish, and she did it with patience
and enthusiasm.
-Katie (Scarpino) Andrasko

Officer Stephen J. Mayhle Field at
Brookline Memorial Park was dedicated
on September 25. Officer Mayhle was one
of three officers killed in the line of duty
on April 4, 2009. Officer Mayhle was a Brookline resident
and his wife and two children still reside in the community.
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CAN EMERGENCY PERSONNEL FIND YOU?
When an emergency occurs in your home, you want help to arrive as soon as
possible. Bent, twisted, blocked or missing street signs can delay emergency
responders. Even worse, many buildings have no house numbers visible from the street. Add in rain or a
snowstorm and visibility becomes even worse. House numbers written out in Roman script may be decorative, but are
difficult to read in the dark. Some numbers have been painted over, or are obscured by trees. A City Ordinance requires
all buildings to have house numbers, at least 4" high, in Arabic numerals, visible from the street. But regardless of the
law, it is just good sense.
The solution is simple. Make certain that your house numbers are visible from the street. They should be in contrasting color to the background and large enough to be seen at night in foul weather. If you rent, this is the legal responsibility of your landlord. Report to the Mayor's Service Center any missing or damaged street signs, including "No Outlet"
signs. Don't assume that someone else will do it.
Call 311 or complete a form online at http://www.city.pittsburgh.pa.us/mayor/html/311_request_form.html.
-Dan Peden, Paramedic, Pittsburgh Medic 2

STATE REPRESENTATIVE CHELSA WAGNER
When the Port Authority released new schedules detailing changes in bus service to Brookline, my office
received many calls from riders surprised at PAT‘s failure to increase trip frequency on the 41D to make
up for the removal of the 41G trips and the elimination of evening service to and from Brookline. These
reactions were completely justified in that PAT did not adequately describe these changes when they were
proposed and offered for public comment. This was an irresponsible and unacceptable oversight by PAT. Unfortunately,
all of us learned about the changes too late to stop them from occurring in September.
When I became aware of this situation, I immediately demanded that PAT take steps to ensure adequate service to
Brookline. I am pleased that PAT has announced that an additional morning trip has been added, and have been assured
that a trip later in the evening is under consideration. The overcrowding on buses to and from Brookline when the
changes took place have illustrated that this is absolutely necessary. I assure you that I am continuing to monitor this
situation and will hold PAT to its commitment to address these problems.
I would also like to clarify that the changes that occurred in September are not due to state funding shortages that
could force significant cuts to PAT service in January. It is my strong belief that these cuts would be disastrous and I
will be doing all I can during the current legislative session to ensure that a solution is found to avert these cuts. I know
that public transit is essential to many of my constituents as well as to our regional economy and will always do all I can
to maintain and improve it.
As always, please feel free to stop by my office at 900 Brookline Blvd. or call (412) 343-2094 with any matter of concern.
Note: Rep. Wagner‘s constituents age 65 and older are invited to attend her annual Senior Fair from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 29 at Resurrection Church. The Senior Fair is free and will include light refreshments, door prizes, and useful information from service providers. Free flu and pneumonia shots are available under Medicare. Please present your
insurance card at time of vaccination.
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OCTOBER AT THE LIBRARY
For Children:
Storytimes
Baby/Toddler: Stories, songs, rhymes and fingerplays. For children birth through age 3 with a parent or caregiver.
Thursdays, October 21 & 28 at 11:00AM
Preschool: Stories, songs, games and a craft. For children ages 3-5 with a parent or caregiver. Thursdays, October 21 &
28 at 12:30PM
Halloween Party!
Monday, October 25 at 4:00PM
A spooktacular event with spine-tingling tales, creepy crafts, tricks and treats. Costumes are encouraged.
Grades K-5.
For Adults:
Explore new ideas and perspectives through fiction and non-fiction. New members are always welcome. Adults 18 and
older.
Monday Evening Book Discussion – Monday, October 18 at 6:00PM – Reading Echoes From the Dead by Johan
Theorin.
Wednesday Afternoon Book Discussion – Wednesday, October 13 at 1:00PM – Reading The Shack by William P.
Young.
Tuesday, October 26 at 2:00PM
Ben Lodico, a financial advisor with Edward Jones, will present a free Estate Planning seminar to familiarize you with
the basic steps of Estate Planning, including the function of a will and the different types of trusts. An attorney will also
be available to answer related legal questions completely free of charge. Light refreshments will be served.

Call for Volunteers
FOREVER HOME BEAGLE RESCUE call 412-304-4034 or BeagleHQ@msn.com Foster homes needed as well
as donations of dog food, blankets and bath towels.
MEALS ON WHEELS sponsored by St. Mark’s Lutheran Church call 412-343-8144
MEALS ON WHEELS sponsored by Lutheran Service Society call 412-366-9490
SENIOR VAN TRANSPORTATION call 412-344-4222
BROOKLINE CHRISTIAN FOOD PANTRY call Pat Erny 412-344-8451
CLOTHES CLOSET MINISTRY call Brookline United Presbyterian Church at 412-531-0590
Are you unable to volunteer your time right now? You can still help many of these organizations. Meals on Wheels accepts cash and donations of cookies, desserts and bread. Add a grocery store gift card to your shopping cart and send it
to the Brookline Christian Food Pantry, c/o Pat Erny, 2918 Pioneer Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15226–2038
*******NEW OPPORTUNITY*********
Volunteers are needed for ―DogiPot Maintenance.‖ Volunteers are needed to refill the DogiPots on the
Boulevard. If you are interested, please contact us at 412-343-2859 or mnp.grabowski@verizon.net. Put
DogiPot in the subject line.

Where apathy is the master, all men are slaves.

-Anonymous
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THIS MONTH
October 11 Monday
Chamber of Commerce 5:45PM at Carnegie Library 708
Brookline Blvd.
October 12 Tuesday
Brookline Block Watch 7:00PM at Magistrate Jim
Motznik‘s office 736 Brookline Blvd.
October 18 Monday
South Pittsburgh Development Corp. 7:00PM at Brookline Blvd. United Presbyterian Church 1036 Brookline Blvd.
October 25 Monday
Brookline Area Community Council 7:30PM at St.
Mark‘s Church corner of Brookline Blvd. & Glenarm Ave.
Topic: Utilities. Bring your questions. We‘ll try to get answers.
October 30 Saturday
Halloween Parade 2:00PM starts at the Cannon. Parade is
co-sponsored by the Brookline Chamber of Commerce
and Community Bank.
October 31 Sunday
Kids’ Bingo Doors open at 1:00PM. Bingo starts at 2:00PM
at the American Legion 520 Brookline Blvd. Children must
be accompanied by parent or guardian. Fee per child is
$7.00. Parent or guardian get in free. Children should come
in costume. There will be prizes and treats for everyone.
November 6 Saturday
Seton - La Salle High School Craft Show/Health Fair
10:00AM to 4:00PM at Seton LaSalle High School, first
floor. Various hand-made crafts and free health screenings
along with a Chinese Auction, food and 50/50 raffle. Any
questions call Kim at 412-562-4441 or 412-343-7388.
EVERY WEDNESDAY
Cannonline Poetry Open Mic Series
8:00PM to 10:00PM at Cannon Coffee
802 Brookline Blvd.

BROOKLINE RECREATION
CENTER
412-571-3222
Due to the condition of the building, these classes are
now taking place at Moore Park but will move back
to Brookline Park in November when construction is
completed.

YOUTH PROGRAM
TAE KWON DO Mondays at 6:30PM. Children over 8
to adults. Free.

ADULT PROGRAMS:
YOGA Relax your mind, body and spirit Tuesday evenings from 6:15-7:30PM with our certified instructor,
Lori Grable. Program runs in six-week sessions. Cost
per session: $50. Cost is prorated for late enrollees.
Bring your own mat!
FALL/WINTER INDOOR SOCCER LEAGUE Boys
and Girls ages 4-6 as of November 30. Games will be
held on Saturdays from mid-November through February. Cost: $20 per player. Registration form required.
Recreation Center renovation work is proceeding. The
downstairs has transformed from a maze of rooms and
hallways into an open three-room space. Soon a state-ofthe-art Fitness Center will occupy two of the three
rooms, with a meeting room in between. Electrical and
HVAC work is also underway. Construction is scheduled
to be completed by the first week of November, in time
for Election Day. We apologize for any inconveniences
to the Brookline Community during this renovation process. We hope to see everyone again soon at the new and
improved Brookline Recreation Center.
-Thank you, The Recreation Staff

Your $10 annual membership
in SPDC supports projects
like Jacob-Whited, DogiPots
and The Brookline. Join today. See page two for mailing
address.
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Ben Haake (co-owner) and Makenzie Good- Thomas Countz is enjoying a
coffee and working at the com- Nathan Mallory prepares an espresso
man are waiting for your order at Cannon
puter at Cannon Coffee.
Coffee.
drink for a customer.
-Photo by Bob Beiler
-Photo by Bob Beiler
-Photo by Michael Grabowski

20th ANNUAL BROOKLINE 50s PICNIC

How many communities can you name that hold an event like the Brookline 50s Picnic? Most of the people who attend the picnic no longer reside in Brookline. They come from as far away as California and Arizona to see friends and
neighbors. If you are in your fifties, you are a youngster in this crowd. Most of the attendees are in their seventies and
eighties.
There was one newlywed couple of four years, Lois and Harry Ahlstrom. Lois and Harry dated through school, and
everyone thought they would marry. Unfortunately, they broke up and went their separate ways. Fate brought them together again at a mutual friend‘s golden wedding anniversary. The daughter of the anniversary couple contacted Harry
for Lois‘s address. ―Everyone thought we were still in touch,‖ Harry said. With the help of the internet and bits of information Harry remembered, Lois was located. Harry walked into the Cedars of Lebanon and perused the crowd for the
redhead he remembered. Suddenly there was a yell, and Lois rushed into his arms.
Not every picnic features a love story, but every picnic is a feast of friendships created in Brookline and enduring for a
lifetime.
-Story and photos by Pamela Grabowski

At left: Picnic organizer Butch
Davoren and Marie Davoren
O’Brien check in a guest.
At right: ―Newlyweds‖ Lois
and Harry Ahlstrom with
Joanne Fantoni.

