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   Finally! Itôs March. We were getting worried that we wouldnôt make it this year!  

This was a long winter. It started early in December and never let up. In order to get 

this newsletter to you by the first of the month, we have to finish it midway though the previous 

month. We are writing this on February 13. The sun is shining and the thermometer is reading 49 

degrees. We took a walk today. For the first time in months, we were able to look around the 

Boulevard and notice some new stores. Usually we look like turtles scrunching our heads down into 

our mufflers and hunching up our shoulders to avoid the cold.   

   The commercial Boulevard runs from West Liberty Avenue to Brookline Recreation Center, 

but often we concentrate on the portion from Pioneer Avenue to Stebbins Avenue.  In upcoming 

issues, we are going to introduce you to some of the merchants beyond Stebbins. Thereôs quite a bit going on down 

there. The Mazza Pavillion is moving right along.  It looks like we might be getting a thrift shop on the Boulevard, and 

we love thrift shops. They are great places to browse.  

  Now that spring is knocking at the door, itôs time to get up and out. Start walking the Boulevard again if you took a 

winter break.  If youôve been walking, then  get your head out of  your muffler. Check out the new stores.  

Consider some of the volunteer opportunities. Meals on Wheels has been operating for seniors by seniors. They need 

some young people to step up, and by young we mean under 60!  Many of the volunteers in this organization are in their 

70s and 80s. Cannon Coffee is now serving a savory torta for lunch, and Pitaland now carries Porzios pierogies. Thatôs 

just what we discovered on todayôs walk!    

FOXôS PIZZA DEN 

Letter from the Editor  
Issue 33 

902 Brookline Blvd.          

Pittsburgh, PA 15226       

412-561-3697       

  We all have our favorite pizza place. Itôs a 

óBurgh thing. While loyalty is good, itôs also good 

to try something new occasionally. Do yourself a 

favor and try Foxôs Pizza. While Foxôs has been 

on the Boulevard for some time, it is now under 

new ownership. Wouldnôt you know that ownership has a Brook-

line connection! Richard Petro is married to Sally Reisacher 

Petro.  Thatôs right.  Sallyôs grandparents owned Reisacherôs 

Meat Market . 

  Richard bought Foxôs in April 2010, and he has been trying to 

find the key to the Brookline pizza loverôs heart. Not an easy task 

when everyone has a pizza bias. Richard uses fresh dough for his 

pizza, not frozen shells. Frozen shells are used exclusively for 

wedgies, ñThe Big One,ò a 52-cut pizza that you have to order a 

day in advance, and flatbread pizza. Foxôs is the only local shop with this pizza.  For those who remember the old Ver-

mont Flatbread Pizza Company in the Strip District, this is a treat. Your favorite toppings are baked on a crisp crust 

rather than a doughy crust. Itôs pizza-lite. A salad and flatbread is an easy meal to share. 

  If you love garlic as much as I do, I recommend the white pizza. It has a nice garlic bite and features fresh tomatoes, 

too. The white pizza is one of eleven gourmet pizzas on the menu. In addition to the pizza choices, there are wedgies, 

hoagies, pasta, wings, salads and stromboli.  A stromboli is like a Hot Pocket® made fresh, a pizza to eat on the run.  

Richard is considering a pulled pork pizza for a Fatherôs Day special, and Iôve already marked my calendar for that one. 

  Foxôs features booth seating, free WiFi and a flat screen TV so you wonôt miss those important games. Richard has cre-

ated a comfortable local pizza restaurant for families. ñMy wife and her family were here for Brooklineôs glory years, 

and I want to be part of the comeback.ò  Now he wants to know how to convince you to stop by, and we canôt figure out 

why you havenôt stopped yet.     

    -Pamela Grabowski with photos by Catia Alencar                                                                                                              

Hours: Open 7 Days a Week   

11:00AM to 9:00PM 

Dine In - Pick Up - Delivery 
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The Brookline by email is in FULL COLOR!  

The Brookline is also available by mail.  A one year sub-

scription is $15 with your $10 membership to SPDC. 

Pick up The Brookline at a Boulevard merchant.  Look for 

ñThe Brookline Available Hereò sign in the window. 

CONTACT INFORMATION  

Email: thebrookline@brookline-pgh.org  or 

mnp.grabowski@verizon.net 

Telephone: 412-343-2859 

Mail: The Brookline , PO Box 96136, Pittsburgh, 

PA 15226.   
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   We want to hear from you. Send your questions 

or comments by email, phone or mail.  April is-

sueôs deadline  is March 12.  May issueôs deadline 

is April 12. 

Contact  Pamela Grabowski at  mnp.grabowski@verizon.net 

or call 412-343-2859 for more information.  We now have 

over 1,300 readers.    

THE BROOKLINE PAST ISSUES  
   Clint Burton  has archived past issues of  The Brookline at 

www.brooklineconnection.com. 

Brookline Year Round 

Farm Stand 
  Seton Center  1900 Pioneer 

Ave 

 Every Wednesday 

11:00AMð6:00PM 

Standard ads are a width of 3.75 inches. We charge by the 

height of the ad at $12.00 per inch. This is an example of a one 

inch ad space.   

Remember ad graphics and artwork are free!  Call us to place 

your ad in The Brookline. 

Your $10 annual membership in SPDC 
supports projects like Jacob-Whited, 
DogiPots and The Brook line .  Join to-
day. See mailing address below. 

NEWSLETTER  SUSTAINING FRIENDS 
    If you are a merchant who would like a donation box, either call 

us at 412-343-2859 or ask Rosemarie when she delivers your next 

monthôs newsletters. We will happily provide a donation box and 

make monthly collections. Become a sustaining friend of The 

Brookline. 

Donations thru January 2011: 

Cannon Coffee -    $  91.25 

Kribelôs Bakery -  $186.45 

Request a box and add your name to 

the list. Or send a donation to the ad-

dress below, and we will list your name. 

 Ad copy must be RECEIVED by the 12th of the month 

BEFORE publication. For the April issue we must have the 

information by March 12. Price will be $4.00 per month. 

Payment required before publication. You can submit by 

snail mail, phone or email. See sample ad below  

Snail Mail: The Brookline, PO Box 96136, Pittsburgh, 

PA 15226  

Phone: 412-343-2859  

Email: mnp.grabowski@verizon.net  

SAMPLE AD  

SAMPLE of a $4 Ad - Item for sale. Apt for 

rent. House for sale. Lost pet. Put your ad in 

The Brookline. 

WE PRINT CLASSIFIED ADS  

mailto:mnp.grabowski@verizon.net
http://www.brooklineconnection.com
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ITôS THE SEASON.  PLEASE CLEAN YOUR SIDE-

WALK!  
CALL 311 TO REPORT THE LOCATION  

 OF SIDEWALKS NOT SHOVELED.  

Seniors who need help shoveling can contact the Interfaith 

Volunteer Caregivers of Southwestern PA at 412-345-7420 

or email them at IVC@fswp.org.  We want to  thank Jan 

Beiler who found this information on Natalia Rudiakôs 

Facebook Page.  CUT THIS OUT FOR NEXT WINTER!  

WINTER 2011 

   The January 2011 weather bomb was fol-

lowed by an ice storm, six more inches of 

snow, and then we entered the deep freeze. All 

this BEFORE January departed. February ar-

rived with the threat of another ice storm that 

fortunately never materialized.   

  Punxsutawney Phil announced an early 

spring, but frankly we think he was coerced. 

February 2 was bright and sunny.  There was 

no way Phil could have missed his shadow that 

morning! We suspect his handlers knew that 

Phil wouldnôt be safe in his burrow if he even 

hinted at another six weeks of winter.      
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JOANNEôS CORNER 

    This month I am going to open the column up to our 

readers. There must be some stories that I have not even 

touched on. Some old timer who have been in Brookline 

longer than me (1943) share your memories with us while 

they are still fresh. I was thinking about Amelôs on 

McNeilly Road. They must be here at least 60 years. Any-

body have any tales about them?   

  You know our Brookline 50s Picnic attendees have had 

more members pass this year than in our history. Age 76 

seems to be a big bump in the road to get over.  

   Let me hear from you.  Mail your stories to our post of-

fice box or send them by email.  Theyôll get to me.   

-Joanne Fantoni 

Send your stories for Joanne to: 

Mail:  The Brookline 

           P.O. Box 96136, 

           Pittsburgh, PA 15226 

           Attn: Joanne 

Email: mnp.grabowski@verizon.net   Put The Brookline 

in the subject line 

Things that arenôt here anymore - Part  24 
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READERSô RESPONSE 

Shop AVON from your home with guaranteed satisfaction. 
 

Contact: Wendy Charlton  
AVON Independent Sales Representative 

Or order directly at www.yourAVON.com/wcharlton 

Answer to Last Monthôs Question: What were the 

names of the waitresses and bartenders at Joeôs Tavern? 

 

Ann Balk, Toni, Betty Gorski McDonough, Maxie Al-

masy, and Gil McDonough 

Nan Threnhauser  worked at Joeôs Tavern for 25 years. -

a man called The Brookline  

  As a lifelong resident of Brookline and a Realtor for 18 

years, people often ask me, ñTim, whatôs going on with 

Brookline Real Estate?ò  Let me take this opportunity to 

bring you up-to-date.  According to the West Penn Multi-

list, Brookline had 155 single-family home sales in 2010 as 

compared to 190 in 2009. The average sale price last year 

was roughly $78,000, very comparable to 2009. I interpret 

this as Brookline suffered the same housing slow down as 

most of the country, but remained stable in pricing while 

other markets had downturns.  

  This was generally true for the entire Pittsburgh market; 

however, Brookline has benefits over most other city 

neighborhoods.  Number 1 is affordability.  Brookline is 

the cityôs gem of the South Hills, and when compared to 

neighborhoods like Squirrel Hill, Shadyside, and Greentree 

City, our pricing is fantastic for homes of similar age and 

size. Secondly, Brookline has both an active business dis-

trict and great community services. Very few city neighbor-

hoods have a walkable business district or the many com-

munity programs for all ages.  Brookline has both!  Num-

ber 3 is location. Brookline is convenient to downtown, as 

well as the Parkway West and the south and west suburbs.  

In addition, our local public schools, West Liberty K -5 

and South Brook Middle on the campus near Moore 

Park, and Brookline K -8, all out-perform the average 

Pittsburgh Public School. I could go on and on about the 

benefits of Brookline. 

  However, as circumstances change, you may be thinking 

about selling your home.  Follow these tips to get the best 

price for your home. First impression is very important, and 

this begins with curb appeal. A few plants or flowers go a 

long way.  A trimmed, uncluttered yard invites the buyer 

in. Once inside, the home must be clean and fresh.  A little 

paint, shampooed carpets, sparkling kitchens and baths, and 

uncluttered living spaces make a huge difference. The shag 

carpet from the 60ôs has to go!  Finally, pricing is the key.  

Sellers should understand the local inventory of homes and 

current market conditions, then price accordingly. 

  Interest rates continue to be at historic lows.  With the 

economy beginning to move ahead, we in the real estate 

industry feel that 2011 will see a recovering housing market 

as well.  If you would like to talk further about the Brook-

line Real Estate market, please give me a call. 

-Tim Reitmeyer  

Howard Hanna Real Estat e 

[See Timôs ad on page 3] 

Brookline Real Estate Update  

Question of the Month: We have a new fruit market on 

the Boulevard. Tell me the names and where the other  

were over the past years? 
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