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“Growing up in Brookline during the 50s and 60s was a 
wonderful time to be a kid,” says Tony Guarino of Guarino 
Group Productions. It was post WWII and a typical street 
like Woodward Avenue had as many as 50 kids. The three 
most important things in life were sports, girls and music. 
Tony Guarino has had a lifetime love of music, from his part-
time job at a record warehouse on 5th Avenue downtown to 
jamming to music with his friends on the weekends.

Tony formed his own band called The City Steps in the mid-
60s with a group of friends from Brookline and played at 
private parties, clubs and local dances. Tony’s love of music 
extends farther than his band and teenage jobs. He and his 
wife Joyce shared their first kiss at the The Lebanon Lodge 
over 45 years ago, the place to be on a Friday or Saturday 
night. 

One Christmas, his daughters bought him a karaoke machine 
and he began investing in CDs. “All of the sudden, the disc 
player became too small, so I invested in a professional sound 
system that could handle larger venues, especially weddings,” 
Tony says. He partnered with his youngest daughter Lea to 
get the fresh take on current music, embarking on the journey 
that led to the formation of Guarino Group Productions.  

In 2002, Tony, a lifelong Brookline resident, purchased 
professional disc jockey equipment and asked for Lea’s 
assistance, which helped her generate income during college. 
She attended Robert Morris University and in her last 
semester wrote a 50-page paper on a business plan for a 
company she dreamed to have one day. 

Over the years, Tony and Lea have provided disc jockey 
services for over 500 weddings and private parties throughout 
Pittsburgh. Lea’s experience and passion for what she learned 
led her to officially start Guarino Group Productions in 2009. 

The company offers a wide variety of services to assist 
clients with planning and promoting events and providing 
entertainment for wedding receptions and special functions. 
Lea specializes in playing a wide variety of music, as well as 
the fun and energy she brings to keep guests dancing all night 
long.  Tony occasionally sings Italian Standards during dinner, a 
fan favorite. 

The company’s DJ package includes an awesome sound 
system: speakers, subwoofer if necessary, wireless microphone, 
mixer, Mac Book Pro, LED dance floor lights, and table 
facade. The price also includes any correspondence with the 
client’s vendors, recommendations the client may need for 
other service providers, pre-consultation, and all necessary 
announcements made at the reception. 

Lea is extremely 
passionate about her 
work and happy to 
contribute to the 
success of an event. 
“I owe a great deal to 
my dad,” she says. “His 
fiery musical passion 
ignited our business. 
He brought me into 
the entertainment 
industry and mentored 
me along the way of 
growing Guarino Group 
Productions.” 

GuarinoGroup.com
Events@GuarinoGroup.com
412-600-6171

Tony Guarino and his daughter Lea Guarino
 Photo Courtesy of Guarino Group

The Guarino Group keeps them dancing
 Photo Courtesy of Guarino Group
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RUB. SMOKE. LOVE.

(412)668-3459 • SMOQPITT.COM • BYOB
600 BROOKLINE BLVD. • PITTSBURGH, PA.

   @SMOQPITT

STARTING ON TUESDAYS IN OCTOBER WE WILL HOST

LOCAL PERFORMERS FROM BROOKLINE OPEN MIC NIGHT

FARM TO TABLE BBQ

BRISKET | RIBS | PORK | CHICKEN
DINE-IN • TAKE OUT • DELIVERY • CATERING

SMOQ PITT PRESENTS...

 Tim Reitmeyer 
412-833-3600  
412-559-8467 
treitmeyer@howardhanna.com 

 

Talk to TIM 
Your Brookline Realtor 

Thank you for your continued  
trust and support!  

Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New “Home” Year! 

Santa
Gets his 
glasses 
here! A-Boss Opticians

938 Brookline Blvd
412-561-0811
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Contact Us
Email: thebrookline@gmail.com or 
pdkaz@comcast.net
Phone: 412-531-1252

Deadlines for Submissions and Ads
December 3 for January’s Issue
January 7 for February’s Issue

The Brookline is available by email or USPS mail. 
A one-year postal delivery subscription is $25 for non-SPDC members and $15 for SPDC Members

We have over 1,400 readers. 
Pick up The Brookline at a Boulevard merchant. Look for “The Brookline Available Here” sign in the window.

Brookline Updates
Community Contacts

Pittsburgh Police, Zone 6		  412-937-3051

Councilwoman Natalia Rudiak		  412-255-2131

Brookline Recreation Center		  412-571-3222

Carnegie Library			   412-561-1003

State Senator Wayne Fontana		  412-344-2551

State Representative Dan Deasy		 412-928-9514

State Representative Dan Miller		 412-343-3870

State Representative Harry Readshaw	 412-881-4208

Brookline Christian Food Pantry	 412-344-8451

Meals-on-Wheels			   412-343-8144

Dollar Energy/Columbia Gas Cap	 412-344-4222

Community Crimes Zone 6

October
Zone 6 Crimes Total Brookline
Aggravated Assault 5 0
Robbery 6 0
Burglary 22 7*
Theft 23 5
Theft from Vehicle 22 8**
Stolen Vehicle 2 0

*Two of the burglaries in Brookline were domestic-related 

**Of the 5 thefts from vehicles in Brookline for which it was 
reported whether the vehicle was locked or unlocked, 5 were 
unlocked.

DECEMBER COMMUNITY MEETINGS
December 8 Tuesday 
Brookline Block Watch 7 p.m. at Magistrate Jim Motznik’s office 736 Brookline Blvd. 

Copyright 2015 South Pittsburgh Development Corporation—All Rights Reserved

The Brookline Staff

Interested in Advertising with us? 
Contact us at thebrookline@gmail.com or pdkaz@
comcast.net for rates and more information.

Bingo.  Every Monday, Church of the Resurrection.  Doors open 5 p.m.; bingo begins 7 p.m.  412-563-4400.

Bingo.  Every Sunday. American Legion Post 540. Doors open at 4 p.m.; bingo begins 6 p.m.  412-561-9750.  

Fundraisers
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Call for Volunteers
•	 ANGELS’ PLACE Volunteers needed at Angels’ Place, Inc. Help us work with children, arts and crafts, organizing and 

more. If interested, please call Stephanie at 412-531-6667. www.angelsplacepgh.org
•	 BROOKLINE CHRISTIAN FOOD PANTRY call Pat Erny at 412-344-8451
•	 BEGIN AGAIN CLOTHING MINISTRY  To donate gently used or new clothing, call Brookline United Presbyterian 

Church at 412-531-0590
•	 DOGIPOT MAINTENANCE call Lisa at 412-304-3086
•	 FOREVER HOME BEAGLE RESCUE call 412-304-4034 or BeagleHQ@msn.com Foster homes needed as well as 

donations of dog food, blankets and bath towels.  
•	 MEALS ON WHEELS sponsored by St. Mark’s Lutheran Church call 412-343-8144
•	 OASIS: HELP CHILDREN READ Tutors (age 50+) needed in Pittsburgh Schools, including Brookline PreK-8 and West 

Liberty K-5.  Call John D. Spehar at 412-232-2021. In partnership with Greater Pittsburgh Literacy Council. 
•	 OPEN YOUR HEART TO A SENIOR Volunteers needed to assist senior citizens. Call Family Services at 412-661-1670

Are you unable to volunteer your time right now? You can still help many of these organizations. Meals on Wheels accepts 
cash and donations of cookies, desserts and bread.  Add a grocery store gift card to your shopping cart and send it to the 
Brookline Christian Food Pantry, c/o Pat Erny, 2918 Pioneer Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15226–2038. Due to cutbacks to the 
food stamp program, more people are depending on the food pantry. If you are able, please consider helping those who 
are less fortunate.

Brighten a Family’s Life

by Linda Smithyman

Some people throw out used furniture that could be used 
by someone in more dire circumstances who currently 
doesn’t have a table and chairs, a couch, or a bed and bedding 
to go with it. There is an organization called Off The Floor 
Pittsburgh (www.offthefloorpgh.org) that you can contact to 
donate your used items to a family in need. It took me only 
two minutes to fill out the donation form online. 

Someone will contact you within 48 hours about your 
donation and picking it up. They will accept various furniture, 
bedding, towels and kitchen items. Just think, you could 
provide a family who previously slept and ate on the floor 
with your furniture so they can use it for the holidays! The 
website says they often have 30 families on a waiting list. 
Please note that recipients MUST go through a United Way 
agency (call 211) in order to qualify to receive the donated 
items. 

Rep. Dan Deasy’s office has prepared a free “Guide to State Benefits 
and Services for Pennsylvania Veterans and their Families,” which 
lists key resources for information and benefits, from emergency 
assistance and education to recreation and transportation. Visit 
www.pahouse.com/Deasy

Guide for Veterans



5December 2015

New – Indoor Adult Bocce
Come join the fun Monday mornings and play a game of 
Bocce! Games will begin at 10:30 a.m. and teams will be 
randomly chosen, so bring a friend or two and join the fun! 
FREE

New – Art Class! 
Come learn basic drawing techniques. Class is a 4-week 
session.  Class will run from 11:15 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. Please 
bring a sketch pad and pencils. Cost will be $15 for the 
4-week session.  Drop-in students are welcome and will 
cost $5 a day. All levels of students over 8 years of age 
are welcome. You’ll have fun learning & receive lots of 
personalized attention from Miss Debbie! Sketch pads will be 
available for purchase the first day.

Kindersports
This fun activity is for children up to school age and their 
parents. This includes fun time in the gym, story time, a craft 
and snack. Program runs throughout the school year on 
Wednesday mornings at 10 a.m. FREE. Please be sure to wear 
your tennis shoes.

Brookline Memorial Recreational Center
Tae Kwon Do Martial Arts Class
Learn the fundamentals of Tae Kwon Do with our expert 
instructor. Beginner and Intermediate classes for students age 
10 and up. Beginner class: 6:15 p.m.-6:45 p.m.  Intermediate 
class 6:45 p.m.-7:30 p.m.  Advanced class 7:30 p.m.-8:45 p.m. 
Classes are held on Monday evenings. Cost is $15. New 
students will be accepted in December to begin in January 
2016. Visit www.sejongtkd.org for more information.

Quilting Class
Quilting class has expanded from Monday evenings 6 p.m.-
8:45 p.m. to now include Friday mornings! New Friday 
morning class will run from 9:30 a.m. to noon. Class is open 
to everyone who has some sewing experience and a sewing 
machine. This class is ongoing and everyone is welcome! FREE

Friday Family Game Night
Join Milan every Friday night for Family Fun Night of Boards 
Games! This FREE night of fun runs from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
weekly.

Call the Center for more information: 412-571-3222

Christmas Cards | a musiCal

SAVE THE DATE
Seton Center, 1900 Pioneer Ave. 15226
  December 11,12,13
   Fri - Sat 8pm, Sun 3pm

SAVE THE DATE

Tickets: $12
Save $2! Purchase tickets online at www.bphp.org/xu35a
To reserve tickets, email:  info@heritageplayers.org
Tickets can also be purchased at the door

You’re invited to a Christmas Card Party, where your host and his 
fun-filled guests, deliver messages of peace, hope, love, and joy!

Popular/Family Songs

Sacred Songs

Traditional Songs

Bring this ad to the show 
and receive $2.00 off your 

ticket price!

retro red ProduCtions and The Heritage Players
P r e s e n t

Director: Annette Ferrieri
Musical Director: Gary Baughman
Percussion: Roger Dimit
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Beat Holiday Stress: Shop in Brookline

Talk about schizophrenic seasons. The weeks between 
Thanksgiving and New Year’s Day have the honor of evoking 
the warmest, most-smile inducing, memories and inducing 
the most jaw-clenching stress of any time of the year.  Here, 
we offer tips on how you can make the holiday season more 
enjoyable by accomplishing a large chunk of your preparations 
without leaving Brookline.    

Get Ready without Breaking the 
Budget

Every year, there’s “stuff” to buy for the 
holidays, such as wrapping paper, bows, 
and maybe some ornaments to replace 
those your cat destroyed.  CVS Pharmacy 
at 510 Brookline Blvd. is a good place 
to look. And so is $1 and Up at 744 
Brookline Blvd. Not only does $1 and 
Up have a wide choice of inflatables and 
yard decorations, Santa suits and hats, gift 
wrapping necessities, Christmas lights, and 
ornaments, but many are already marked 
down to ½ of original price. 

Tasty Seasonal Treats

Searching for a stress-free way to delight 
your holiday dinner guests and satisfy your 
own sweet tooth? Take a short trip down 
West Liberty Ave. to Le Cupcake Shoppe at 
109 Capital Ave. for tempting trays of mini-
cupcakes—including those with Christmas 
themes--specialty cake pops, and winter flavors. Plus gifts 
such as cupcake bath bombs, natural cupcake-flavored 
candles, T-shirts, gift sets, coffee mugs and more, offered in 
collaboration with Vintage Grace Boutique in Dormont, 
featuring an exclusive “Cupcakes and Crystals” line.  

It seems like just yesterday Party Cake at 706 Brookline Blvd. 
was selling paczki for Shrove Tuesday. As the calendar flips to 
December, however, you can complete your holiday table by 
getting from the shop homemade nut and poppy seed rolls, 
fruit and cream pies, burnt almond torte, New Year’s pretzels, 
and a variety of other treats.

Scoops on the Boulevard at 719 Brookline Blvd. is open all 
year, but some ice-cream flavors drop by only for a special 
holiday visit. Along with the shop’s other 46 varieties, in 
December you can tickle your taste buds with peppermint or 
egg nog ice cream.

by Dan Kaczmarski
Bring home the warmth of Italia from DeLuca’s at 546 
Brookline Blvd., where you can buy Delallo dinner products, 
stuffing, Boars Head (holiday hams) deli trays, and Italian 
breads and rolls. Then relax beside the tree and savor 
DeLuca’s homemade nut rolls, apricot rolls, poppy seed rolls, 
and Italian cookies (including cookie trays).  And wouldn’t 
Santa enjoy a late-night snack of one of 10 different flavors of 
homemade fudge?

Great Gift Ideas from Brookline 

The popularity of bicycling continues to 
soar, spurred in our region by a cornucopia 
of dedicated biking/hiking trails and an 
expansion of Pittsburgh bike lanes.  If 
you’re planning on giving a bicycle as a 
Christmas gift, you need go no further 
than West Liberty Cycles at 801 Brookline 
Blvd. The shop, which has received rave 
reviews for its expertise, value, and 
helpful atmosphere, often runs sales on its 
website.

Fruit is always in good taste and you can 
find a variety of fruit baskets at The Violet 
Bouquet Flower Shop at 931Brookline 
Blvd. The shop also offers many Christmas 
centerpieces, as well as fresh cemetery 
wreaths at less cost than at many 
cemeteries.

Looking for unique gifts? 824: The 
Consignment Shop at 824 Brookline Blvd. 
is the place to find home furnishings, plus 

women’s and children’s clothing and accessories. The shop 
has an array of both new and old quality merchandise, from 
amazing original art and luxurious bath products made by 
Pittsburgh artisans to vintage resale items. If you’d like to 
create art for a gift or your own collection, you can sign up 
for 824’s BYOB Art Class (Sat. Dec. 19, 1-2:30 p.m.), presented 
by Chris Visgitis, to learn how to create a work of art using oil 
pastels. 

People always appreciate the personal touch of handcrafted 
items. At Salon Canova at 515 Brookline Blvd., you can check 
off your gift list with handsome items created by Brookline 
artists and artisans. Choose from Lois McCafferty’s prints 
(giclée), oils, note cards and gift tag cards; Michael Grabowski’s 
woodwork items—puzzles, memo holder, stamp dispenser, 
pizza cutter, toaster tongs, and cutting board; or Pamela 
Grabowski’s knitted scarfs, hats, tube socks, pedicure socks, 
shrugs, pot holders, and dish cloths. 

You can get a full-size singing and Twisting 
Santa at $1 and Up

Pawsburgh Photography
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Old Notes By Old People
by Chip Gorski

It was a few nights before 
Christmas, just a few years ago. 
Everyone was snuggled in their 
beds, dreaming of the holiday rat 
race that was about to descend 
upon us all. In the stillness of the 
night, there was a crash, a loud 
smash, and clatter. “What was 
that?” I said as I rushed from my 
bed. “It was in the living room,” 
my shaken wife said. Entering the 
room caused me so much shock, 
I didn’t even realize I was walking 
in water. Did a pipe burst? Did 
something crash through the 
window?  No, none of the above. 

Lying in the middle of my living room was our beautiful eight-
foot-tall Christmas tree.  It was surrounded by the smashed, 
priceless heirloom Christmas ornaments. Some from the 40s and 
50s; others collected on vacations;  and those that were given to 
our children when they were little. Profanities escaped from my 
mouth. It’s not pleasant to be roused from a sound sleep only 
to appear in your living in your underwear and see this holiday 
horror show. “How did this happen?” I asked. “I know I secured 
that thing in its stand.” I was correct; the tree was still in its 
stand, which was now spilling water all over my hardwood floors. 
I dispatched my son, who was home on Christmas break from 
Penn State, to gather every bath towel he could find. We needed 
to sop up the water before it spilled through the ceiling of the 
family room directly below. Too late.   

We spent the next hour wiping up water, sweeping, picking up 
the shattered pieces of ornaments, taking pine needles off the 
embarrassing places they had gathered. It wasn’t until we righted 
the now semi-bare tree and straightened out the lights that we 
learned how this calamity was caused. Beneath the tree, right 
next to the manger, was a ripped Christmas bag. Somebody, 
who shall remain nameless, put that bag beneath the tree. This 
delightful present was for Princess, Pauper, and Pumpkin, our 
three cats. From what we could tell, the gift was a bag of catnip. It 
was ripped to shreds.  

Apparently, after we went to bed, Pauper, who has a weight 
problem, decided to see if Santa came early. She ripped open 
the bag. After getting herself hopped up on catnip, she decided it 
would be fun to climb to the top of the Christmas tree. Unable 
to support her 17 pounds at the very narrow top, the tree came 
down and Pauper, unhurt, went into hiding.  So what did we 
learn? Snooping for presents before Christmas is not a good idea.   

Pauper at a quieter moment
Photo courtesy of Chip Gorski
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The Brookline Chamber of Commerce is asking for your support.

Due to the height of the new poles installed during Boulevard reconstruction, last year’s expenses for installation of new 
brackets and putting up and taking down wreaths exceeded $5,000. This was an unexpected increase over previous years, 
which left us with a $2,500 deficit.

As we hang the lights again this year, we will continue to ask all merchants and professionals for their continued generous 
donations, but that alone will not cover our new yearly cost.

If you enjoy the holiday cheer provided by the lights on the boulevard, we would appreciate your generous donation to keep 
the lights shining.  Please make your check payable to: Brookline Chamber of Commerce, P.O. Box 9610, Pittsburgh, PA 15226.

Thanking you in advance for your support to the Brookline Community and Brookline Chamber of Commerce.

Wishing you a Happy Thanksgiving,

						      Linda Boss, Chairperson

Cut

Name_________________________

Donation $ ____________________________

A Brighter Holiday for Brookline

Welcome to Brookline
Pasta II Pizzeria Restaurant, 718 Brookline Blvd. Mon-
Thurs  11 a.m.- 10 p.m.; Fri 11 a.m.-12 a.m.; Sat 11 a.m.-11 
p.m.; closed Sun, 412-561-5500. Owners Bob and Joanne 
Matrascia. “We and our daughter Sarah are Brookline natives 
who bring a special focus on faith, family, and friends to our 
authentic Italian restaurant.  We have a special connection to 
the community.  With 20+ years of restaurant experience, we 
like to create mouth-watering dishes using Old World recipes 
and ingredients, just like Mom and Nonni used to make.  We 
promise a relaxing, affordable, and welcoming experience to 
each and every customer, old and new.”  Facebook:  Pasta II 
on Brookline Blvd.

Waterfall Catering, 616 Brookline Blvd.  412-445-8710. 
Owners Dan and Renee Vichie. “This additional location 
will hold our office and be the face of the company. Our 
production kitchen is located in The Carpenters Training 
Center on the Parkway West in Robinson. As long-time 
Brookline residents, we are excited to share our business 
with our neighbors and support Brookline Boulevard as a 
new tenant.” www.thewaterfallcafe.com, facebook:  Waterfall 
Catering at The Carpenters Cafe 

Pasta II Pizzeria Restaurant
Pawsburgh Photography

Dan Vichie of Waterfall Catering
Photo courtesy of Waterfall Catering
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Looking for Group: IRL Gaming and Coworking

When players log on to a multiplayer online game, they may 
post LFG or “looking for group” to find an open team to join. In 
Pittsburgh, gamers need only to visit Looking for Group (LFG) in 
Brookline to find a welcoming gaming community.

Looking for Group [924 Brookline Blvd.]is divided into two distinct 
areas: a hybrid gaming space and coworking space with different 
hours for each.

When visitors enter LFG on Brookline Boulevard, they’re greeted by 
the bustling activity of the game space. Couch clusters host larger 
multiplayer games like “Rock Band” or “Super Smash Brothers” and 
lounge chairs dispersed around the space are reserved for single-
player games.

What makes the space different from playing alone at home is the 
social aspect–gamers welcome each other as they enter the space, 
and the owners are on a first-name basis with the neighborhood 
regulars who rush over to the store after work or school.

LFG welcomes game coders and developers, but also encourages 
visitors and coworkers who enjoy games of all kinds, as co-founder 
Edd Batson explains. “I just love to play games; that’s why we started 
this space.” LFG’s founders come from a variety of backgrounds, 
from mechanical engineering to IT and construction, and game night 
has always been their uniting interest.

The game space is filled with ergonomic gaming chairs, consoles and 
screens as far as the eye can see. The back tables are stacked high 
with board games and LFG regularly hosts board game nights.

Visitors pay $4 per hour, $10 for 3 hours and $20 for an all-day pass 
to play any of the consoles or games in the store. LFG has PC, Xbox 
One, PS4 and Wii U consoles, and is building its inventory daily. “If 
we don’t have something, let us know, and we’ll do our best to get 
it,” says co-founder Justin Rothermel.

The founders of LFG have worked hard to make the space friendly 
to all, both online and offline. “We want this to be available to 
everyone. We don’t want people to come in and think ‘I’m not good 
enough to play here,’” says Lange....

The Code of Conduct and Community rules are posted in the 
front of LFG, and gamers are encouraged to treat each other with 
respect, in the game and the store. When playing a game online, 
players just see character names and avatars, says Batson, but 
LFG brings that community into real life, building more respectful 
interactions that dispense with the trash talk often found online.

On school days, the space is filled with kids from the neighborhood 
once school is out, says Batson. As the evening progresses, and 
dinnertime rolls around, the area hosts an older crowd.

Coworking space

A soundproofed wall and a set of thick doors keep the blips 

by Emma Diehl, NEXTpittsburgh and bleeps of the gaming space in the front from disturbing the 
coworking space in the back. Coworkers have 24/7 access to the 
space, but gaming hours are limited to evenings and weekends.

LFG’s coworking space has the standard amenities, like a private 
conference room and reserved desks, but what makes the first-of-
its-kind in Pittsburgh is the wiring that was required to set up the 
game space.

“We ran a lot of cables. A lot of the work was making these 
computers interconnected,” says Rothermel. “There are certain 
things you can do here that you can’t do other places.” The consoles 
and computers in the game space are wired together in a network, 
and the internet speed is faster than the typical WiFi network.

LFG’s linked network is especially a benefit to game coders and 
developers–they can develop games in the coworking space and 
test them on the network instantaneously. With a steady stream 
of players in the store, it makes for a perfect space to demo new 
games. However, the network speed will benefit anyone, and LFG’s 
coworking space is open to all professions.

Having access to games out front is also great to just blow off some 
steam after a day’s work, jokes co-founder John Lange. Coworkers 
can rent a desk by the day, week or month.

But LFG’s founders want it to be more than just a game and 
workspace space for the local community. Coming off of the success 
of a recent Kickstarter campaign, LFG will be offering “Build your 
own Console” classes, and has secured 10 class scholarships for kids 
in the Brookline community.

And, the founders hope that it’s not just the variety of games the 
space holds, but also the community that brings people back. “It’s 
a lot more fun to be playing next to each other and be able to talk 
to each other. I think a lot of people enjoy that aspect of it,” says 
Lange....

[This article originally appeared in NEXTpittsburgh (nextpittsburgh.com).  
NEXTpittsburgh is an online publication about the people advancing 
Pittsburgh and the innovative and cool things happening in our region. 
Sign up to get it free.  For Looking for Group event information, go to 
facebook.com/lfgpgh]

In addition to a bank of gaming consoles and screens, LFG has board 
game nights.

Photo courtesy of Looking for Group
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The state Department of 
Transportation’s Yellow Dot program 
assists citizens in the “golden hour” 
of emergency care immediately after 
a traffic accident when they may not 
be able to communicate their needs.

Placing a Yellow Dot decal in your 
vehicle’s rear window alerts first 

responders to check your glove compartment for vital 
information to ensure you receive the medical attention you 
need. The program is a cooperative effort among PennDOT, 
the state departments of Health and Aging, the state police, 
the Turnpike Commission, first responders and local law 
enforcement.

How can you participate? Citizens complete a participation 
form, available at www.penndot.gov/TravelInPA/Pages/Yellow-
DOT-Participation-Form.aspx#, which includes emergency 
contact information, medical history, medications, allergies and 
doctors.

PennDOT will then mail participants a Yellow Dot kit. A photo 
showing only the head and shoulders is then taped to the 
front of the completed information sheet before insertion 
into the kit’s folder. The Yellow Dot decal is placed in the 
lower left corner of the participant’s rear windshield, no 
higher than 3 inches from the bottom.

Please call my office at 412-928-9514 or visit my website 
at www.pahouse.com/deasy to complete a Yellow Dot 
participation form. 

The Pennsylvania Department of 
Human Services (DHS) is accepting 
applications for this season’s Low 
Income Home Energy Assistance 
Program (LIHEAP). The program 
helps low income families pay their 
heating bills. You can apply and check 
the status of your application on the 
state’s COMPASS website. You can 

also pick up an application in my Brookline office or download 
one yourself from the DHS LIHEAP website. Completed 
paper applications should be returned to one of the Allegheny 
County Assistance Offices.

Funding for LIHEAP is provided by the federal government 
and eligibility is based on Federal Poverty Income Guidelines. 
The income limits for this season are as follows:

Household Size	Income Limit

1 $17,655
2 $23,895
3 $30,135
4 $36,375
5 $42,615
6 $48,855
7 $55,095
8 $61,335
9 $67,575
10 $73,815

For each additional person add	 $6,240

After your application is received you will receive a written 
notice explaining your eligibility and the amount of assistance 
you will receive. Payments are generally sent directly to a 
utility company or fuel provider and will be credited to your 
heating account. Crisis grants may also be available if you 
have an emergency situation and are in jeopardy of losing 
your heat.  For more information, please contact the LIHEAP 
hotline at 1-866-857-7095. www.senatorfontana.com 

Representative Dan DeasySenator Wayne Fontana

Come have lunch and meet with Santa on Sat. Dec. 12 from 2-3:30 
p.m. at the Brookline Recreational Center. There will be crafts 
and other fun things to do. Food and drinks will be provided. A $3 
donation is requested per person. Please bring a wrapped gift for 
Santa to present. All ages are welcome. For more information, call 
412-571-3222.

Lunch With Santa

Each year, the Pennsylvania Treasury receives millions of dollars 
of unclaimed property, including closed bank accounts, uncashed 
checks, and more. You can search your name in the Unclaimed 
Property database at www.patreasury.gov/Unclaimed/Search.html. 
There is no charge to claim your property.

Unclaimed Property
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As the holiday season approaches, 
keep safety in mind. The Consumer 
Product Safety Commission has a 
website, www.cpsc.gov, which is a 
good source for reviewing product 
safety, recalls and safety guides. 

Recent recalls run from bicycles to 
hoodies to curling irons to heating/

air conditioning units. You can check out those recalls and 
others, by category, through the commission’s website. 

If you decorate for the holidays, keep these safety issues in 
mind: 

•	 A fresh tree will stay green longer and reduce the risk of 
fire. 

•	 Place the tree away from heat sources that can dry the tree 
prematurely. 

•	 Turn off lights and decorations when you leave the 
residence or go to bed. 

•	 Never burn candles near a tree or any other greens. 
•	 Make sure you have a screen in front of any lit fireplaces. 

Learn more at the CPSC website under the “Furniture, 
Furnishings and Decorations” listing under the “Safety 
Guides” listing. 

Have a safe and enjoyable holiday season. 

Representative Harry Readshaw

Be sure to mark your calendars!

Our 3rd Annual Children and Youth 
Disability and Mental Health Summit 
will be held on March 3 and 4 at the 
Beth El Congregation on Cochran 
Road--and we are already working 
hard to make it a big success! 

Each year we try very hard to 
improve our programming in order to provide the latest 
information on disability and mental health issues. This March 
we will be increasing our nonprofit partnerships and offering 
a wider selection of programming. Our Resource Fair--already 
the largest in Allegheny County-- will add a second day 
targeting employment and post-secondary opportunities for 
young people with a disability or a mental health diagnosis. 

To stay up to date on this important regional event, please 
visit www.pahouse.com/miller or facebook.com/RepDanMiller.

Representative Dan Miller

Council Woman Natalia Rudiak: 
Identifying Youth and Teen 

Programs
What do teenagers do in our 
neighborhoods? What programs 
exist for young people? What don’t 
they utilize? Since the cancellation 
of St. Basil’s festival in July, these 
questions keep coming up. I am 
committed to finding real solutions 

that work for real people.

Coro Fellow Aly Shaw (http://coro.org/) has joined our team 
and is pursuing answers to these questions--interviewing 
community leaders and everyone she can find who works 
with teenagers in the Hilltop Neighborhoods, as well as 
Brookline, Beechview, and Overbrook. The goal of the project 
is to take an inventory of youth programs, identify gaps in 
services and see how we can improve our offerings to teens. 

The City has seen serious budget problems. The schools are 
no different. But if we want to provide an environment of 
growth for our kids, we need to focus on how they fill their 
time, especially after school. Once we learn what exists and 
where the gaps are, then we will be able to work toward 
filling the gaps.

In addition to my efforts to find solutions and provide 
great experiences for the City’s teenagers, Brookliner 
Caitlin McNulty has started Brookline Teen Outreach. This 
organization is made up of a team of volunteers who provide 
free tutoring, mental health services, life skills building, movie 
nights, ESL services, and LGBTQ-focused events. Brookline 
Teen Outreach is working to raise funds to provide services 
to teenagers in the area. You can learn more and contribute to 
their efforts here: http://bit.ly/1QkRxmA.

If you know of youth and teen programming that should be 
included in our inventory, please call my office at 412-255-
2131. 

PA Reg. #PA009345
HP #3599
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Tips for Holiday Survival 

by Dr. Guy Reschenthaler

The holidays are quickly approaching, and by keeping a few 
“survival tips” in mind, the season can be enjoyable. The 
holidays can be broken into several activities that can become 
stressful if you are not prepared! Shopping, gift wrapping, party 
preparation, and celebrating with friends and family can all 
become stressful and painful if not approached in the correct 
manner.

Following these tips from the American Chiropractic 
Association will help make holiday preparations an enjoyable 
experience.

Shopping and General Tips

•	 Stay hydrated by drinking ten eight-ounce glasses of water 
daily. Avoid dehydrators such as coffee, alcohol, and soft 
drinks.

•	 Wear comfortable walking shoes that give support and 
cushion against the hard mall floors.

•	 Wear comfortable clothing in layers for going outdoors and 
indoors throughout the day.

•	 Don’t carry your purchases around; make frequent trips to 
a locker or your car to store the packages.

•	 Take frequent breaks during the day. If you begin to 
experience pain, stop and rest. Don’t “push through” your 
task.

Wrapping Gifts

•	 Wrap gifts while standing at a counter. Use a small box to 
vary your foot standing. Alternate one foot on top of the 
box, then the other foot, then stand with both feet on the 
floor.

•	 Never wrap gifts while sitting on the floor.  If fatigue occurs 
while standing at the counter, resort to sitting at a table.

•	 Keep tape, scissors, tags, pens, and paper within reach so 
you won’t have to overextend to retrieve items.

•	 Wrap early and often so you can avoid having a large 
quantity of gifts requiring wrapping and needing to rush.

•	 Stretch before, during, and after wrapping.  Stretch to 
a point without pain and hold the position for 5 to 10 
seconds.

Avoid Holiday Stress

•	 Determine how much you can afford for gifts and food, 
make a budget, and stick to it!

•	 The season doesn’t have to be perfect. Be flexible and 
understand that family traditions and plans may change.

•	 Don’t overbook your schedule. You can’t be everywhere all 
the time, so be realistic with your time.

•	 Plan ahead for hosting events. Prepare food ahead when 
possible. Set the table and decorate the day before the 
gathering. Assign helping “jobs” to family members. You don’t 
have to do it all!

•	 Maintain your healthy habits during the celebration. Keep 
your exercise routine. Get plenty of sleep and eat healthy 
snacks.

•	 Take a breather by spending quiet time reading a book or 
listening to soothing music. Take a leisurely walk to slow 
down.

Don’t let pain ruin your holidays. If you’re experiencing 
discomfort, consider seeing your chiropractor.

Wishing you a joyous holiday season and a healthy, happy New 
Year!
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Carnegie Library of Brookline December Events
Holiday Closing Information

The library will be closed all day on Thursday, December 24 
and Friday, December 25.  We will close at 5 p.m. on Thursday, 
December 31. 

For All Ages
•	 Crochet & Knitting Fun – Saturday, December 12 @ 1 

p.m. – one-on-one assistance and limited free supplies are 
available.

For Kids
•	 Tween Workshop Tuesdays – Tuesdays @ 3 p.m.
•	 STEM Imagination Builders: Block Party – Saturday, 

December 5 @ 10:30 a.m.
•	 New Year’s Bingo – Wednesday, December 30 @ 3:30 p.m.

For Teens
•	 Pokémon Club – Mondays @ 3 p.m. – card and video game 

drop-in battle leagues
•	 Teen Time – Thursdays (except December 24 & 31) @ 3 

p.m. 
•	 Homework Club – Thursdays (except December 24 & 31) 

@ 5 p.m. – join other teens to work on school assignments.
•	 Gaming – Saturdays, December 5 & 19 @ 12 p.m.
•	 Electronics Club – Saturday, December 19 @ 2 p.m.

Community Events & Announcements

For Adults
•	 Let’s Speak English! – Tuesdays @ 6:45 p.m. – non-native 

English speakers build comfort and confidence with the 
language through casual conversation.

•	 Power Yoga with Amy – Wednesdays (except December 23 
& 30) @ 6:30 p.m. – bring your own water, mat and towel 
for free fitness-based yoga

•	 Résumé Assistance by Appointment – Wednesday, 
December 9 @ 6-8 p.m. – A qualified volunteer is available 
to review your existing résumé and cover letter to help 
make them stronger. Call 412-561-1003 to schedule a half-
hour appointment.

•	 Monthly Movie Showdown: The Green Hornet vs.The Spirit – 
Tuesday, December 7 @ 6 p.m.

•	 Book Discussions
•	 Mystery & More – Wednesday,  December 9 @ 1 p.m. – 

Plum Pudding Murder by Joanne Fluke
•	 Between the Lines – Monday, December 21 @ 6 p.m. – 

The Liar’s Club by Mary Karr
•	 Game Night – Tuesday, December 15 @ 5:45 p.m. – classic 

and adventure-based board games

Visit www.carnegielibrary.org/locations/brookline or call 412-
561-1003 for more information.

The Heritage Players theatre group performs at the Seton Center on Pioneer Ave. and draws actors, directors, and crew from 
throughout the Pittsburgh area, largely from the South Hills.  Brookliners are encouraged to share their talents with the all-
volunteer group.

Coming in 2016 

The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde, March 11-13 and 18-20

Picnic by William Inge, May 13-15 and 20-22

Alice in Wonderland, August 5-7 and 12-14

Mame by Jerome Lawrence and Robert Edwin Lee and music and lyrics by Jerry Herman, October 14-16 and 21-23 

Auditions for The Importance of Being Earnest will be held December 12 at 7 p.m. at the Schoolhouse Arts Center in Bethel 
Park, and December 13 at 7 p.m. at the Seton Center. 

Coming this December: Holiday fundraiser, Christmas Cards: A Musical Revue! At the Seton Center.  Visit the Heritage Players 
website at www.bphp.org for upcoming details or phone 412-254-4633.

Heritage Players Theater News
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What’s Happening at Brookline PreK-8

There are so many innovative and interesting programs going 
on at Brookline PreK-8 that there isn’t enough room in the 
BrookLine to write about them all! We are working hard to 
meet our academic and social goals for the year.

Our new S.T.E.M. Stars program highlights science, technology, 
engineering, and math for middle school girls. The program 
is led by the Carnegie Science Center and the YWCA of 
Pittsburgh. The participants will do hands-on activities to learn 
about robots, 3D holograms, and other scientific ideas. In the 
future the group may take field trips, too! 

Congratulations to our boys’ and girls’ cross-country teams 
for a successful inaugural season! Led by our marvelous 
music teacher Melissa Spinnenweber, the teams practiced 
five days per week at Moore Park, the school, or around 
the neighborhood. Middle school cross-country courses are 
two-miles long and include grass, pavement, and trails. Each 
and every athlete improved his times over the course of the 
season. We are looking forward to next fall! Keep running, 
everyone!

by Amy Cornelius Dembosky, Parent Volunteer
Another new program across the district is the eSchoolPlus 
Home Access Center.This new tool is available through the 
internet or in application format and provides parents and 
families with access to information about their student’s 
grades and attendance. Login and password information was 
sent home in a letter, along with procedures for how to get 
started. If you didn’t receive this information, please contact 
Mrs. Velemirovich in the office at (412) 529-7380.

This article would not be complete without a very special 
“thank you” to all of our teachers for their hard work and 
the extra effort they put into each and every school day. The 
Pittsburgh Public Schools celebrated Teachers Matter Week 
from November 9-14. Although that observance has passed, 
remember that any day is a great day to tell a teacher how 
she has helped your student or family. Thanks to all of our 
administrative and support staff, too. By working together 
hand in hand, all of our children will achieve and be Promise-
ready!

What’s Going On at 
Pittsburgh West Liberty?

The month of December is looking very busy at Pittsburgh 
West Liberty. We will be having our annual Winter Concert 
on December 16 at 10 a.m. The students’ parents and family 
members are welcome to attend and enjoy our concert. 
Don’t forget to bring your camera.

During the week of December 7 is our annual Sparkle Shop 
sponsored by our PTO. This is an opportunity for children to 
purchase gifts for their loved ones at a nominal cost.  

We will also be having an assembly with Josh and Gab. Josh 
and Gab is an entertaining way of teaching our students about 
bullying. Our winter break is from Thursday, December 24, 
through Sunday, January 4. The students will return to school 
on Monday, January 5.

We wish you all a wonderful holiday full of warm memories. 
Remember: Pittsburgh West Liberty is the place “Where 
Learners Excel and Character Counts.”  Happy Holidays!

by Deonne Arrington, Principal
Teresa Grusong-Adams, First Grade Teacher

Merry Christmas
& 

Happy New Year!

The Brookline Chamber of 
Commerce thanks you for 
supporting our merchants.

GrubUP Pittsburgh offers free afterschool meals for those under 18 
at the Brookline Rec Center. 
Snacks: 3-4 p.m.  Hot meal: Starts 5 p.m.

Free Meals for Kids
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Special Christmas Service
December 20th

1801 Pioneer Ave at 6 p.m.

All are welcome to join us! 
Refreshments to follow.

Love ◦ Truth ◦ Action
Location:

1801 Pioneer Ave
Moore Park Rec Center

Hours:
Children’s Bible Hour ◦ 10:30 am

Community Group ◦ 6:00 pm

PO Box 96060 Pittsburgh, PA 15226 · 412-254-3137 
restorationpgh.com · restorationpgh@gmail.com


