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Rather Ripped Records
Rather Ripped, earning the shop a shout-out in Rolling Stone
Magazine. When The Police released “Roxanne,” their first
stop in the United States was at Rather Ripped for a signing
session because the shop had helped get the song on the
radio. The group Sonic Youth checked in regarding the shop’s
name before adopting the title for one of their albums.

by Dan Kaczmarski

The mail-order part of the shop grew so robustly that Russ
and his partner closed the retail shop and moved into a
7,500 sq. ft. building to concentrate solely on mail-order. They
computerized their inventory operations and did very well,
making between $40,000 and $50,000 in monthly sales. “I was
Amazon.com before there was one,” says Russ.

Russ Ketter of Rather Ripped Records

Pawsburgh Photography

Rather Ripped Records, which celebrates its 45th anniversary
this year, had a quintessential 1960s-70s birth. Russ Ketter,
owner with his wife, Dale, of the used-record-and-CD store
now at 754 Brookline Blvd., grew up in Pittsburgh’s South Side
but traveled to California in his 20s to write and play music.
He became driver and buyer for a record store called
Leopold’s, located on the edge of the University of California
at Berkeley. Before long–after a strike he led—he was store
manager and had instituted profit-sharing at the shop, which
became the largest individually owned record store on the
West Coast.
The store owners were glad to be making money but not so
happy to have to pay Russ and the other employees significant
bonuses. “They kind of fired me and I kind of quit at the same
time,” says Russ.
So Russ and his partner opened their own shop on the other
side of the Berkeley campus, and Rather Ripped Records saw
the light of day. They built the store’s business and reputation
and eventually moved into a larger building. (You can ask Russ
about the counter-culture origin of the store’s name.)
Rather Ripped in Berkeley became known not just for its
records but as a showcase for musicians—local, national,
and international. At Russ’s partner’s invitation, then fledgling
poet/musician Patti Smith made her West Coast debut at

But then disaster struck. A medical supply company in the
adjoining warehouse went up in flames. Responders to the
5-alarm fire had to saturate the Rather Ripped inventory
because the material in albums, polyvinyl chloride, becomes
toxic when burned. Adding to that, when the building next
door was repaired, the drainage system was improperly
reinstalled, which led to a devastating flood of the Rather
Ripped premises during a torrential downpour.
The shop’s insurance company (later put out of business by
legal authorities) was not sympathetic and Rather Ripped
had to start over. Since then, Russ and his wife have lived
and worked in various cities, for business and family reasons,
sometimes focusing on retail shops, sometimes on mail order.
They returned to Pittsburgh about 10 years ago. For a while,
Russ set up shop at Trader Jack’s flea market in Bridgeville,
then opened a shop in Lawrenceville. “I found Lawrenceville to
be really unfortunate,” says Russ. “There’s not much daytime
pedestrian traffic there.”
After returning to the flea market for a couple of years,
Russ and Dale started thinking about opening a shop in
Brookline, where they live. “I really like Brookline,” he says.
“Obviously, Pittsburgh is Pittsburgh and Berkeley is Berkeley,
but Brookline is almost like Berkeley was many, many years
ago. It’s surprising how many Pittsburghers have gone different
places and done things, then return, bringing back a little
of each place. The mom and pop stores on the Boulevard,
including mine, are like Berkeley used to be.”
Continued on p. 4

Your Brookline Realtor
Spring is the perfect time to buy or sell.

May I assist you with your real estate needs?

Tim Reitmeyer
412-833-3600
412-343-5372
treitmeyer@howardhanna.com
South Hills and City of Pittsburgh specialist

Professional Party Planners
& Event Services
Specializing In:
Weddings
Corporate Events
Teen Birthday Parties
Graduation Parties
Holiday Celebrations
Car Cruises

GuarinoGroup.com
Events@GuarinoGroup.com
412.600.6171

COMPUTER EYEGLASSES

A-BOSS OPTICIANS

$40.00

Purchase a pair of Progressive
eyeglasses and receive a pair of
S.V. Computer eyeglasses for an
additional $40.00
(select group of frames. No other
discount, or insurance for
computer pair)

Love ◦ Truth ◦ Action
Location:
1801 Pioneer Ave
Moore Park Rec Center

Sunday Hours:
Children’s Bible Hour ◦ 10:30 am
Community Group ◦ 6:00 pm

Monthly Service: May 15 at 2 p.m.
We want to thank our local school teachers at Brookline
Elementary, West Liberty Elementary, South Brook
Middle, Carmalt Elementary, and Pittsburgh Pioneer for
their hard work and service to this community by
teaching our children. We appreciate all you do.

A-BOSS OPTICIANS
938 BrooklineBlvd
Expiration Date:
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PO Box 96060 Pittsburgh, PA 15226 · 412-254-3137
restorationpgh.com · restorationpgh@gmail.com
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Brookline Updates
Community Contacts

Community Crimes Zone 6

Pittsburgh Police, Zone 6		

412-937-3051

Councilwoman Natalia Rudiak		

412-255-2131

Brookline Recreation Center		

412-571-3222

Carnegie Library			412-561-1003
State Senator Wayne Fontana		

412-344-2551

State Representative Dan Deasy		

412-928-9514

State Representative Dan Miller		

412-343-3870

State Representative Harry Readshaw

412-881-4208

Brookline Christian Food Pantry

412-344-8451

Meals-on-Wheels			412-343-8144
Dollar Energy/Columbia Gas Cap

412-344-4222

March
Zone 6 Crimes
Aggravated Assault
Robbery
Burglary
Theft
Theft from Vehicle
Stolen Vehicle

Total
1
1
8
18
5
8

Brookline
0
0
2
6
0
1

Children 10-14 are invited to apply for this summer’s
free Cops and Kids Summer Camp. For more
information, go to http://apps.pittsburghpa.gov/
pghbop/2016_Summer_Camp_application_ONLINE.pdf

MAY COMMUNITY MEETINGS
Monday May 9
Brookline Chamber of Commerce Meeting 6 p.m. at Carnegie Library 708 Brookline Blvd.
Tuesday May 10
Brookline Block Watch 7 p.m. at Magistrate Jim Motznik’s office 736 Brookline Blvd.
Monday May 16
South Pittsburgh Development Corp. 7 p.m. at United Presbyterian Church 1036 Brookline Blvd.

We have over 1,500 readers.

Pick up The Brookline at a Boulevard merchant. Look for “The Brookline Available Here” sign in the window.

The Brookline
The Brookline Staff
Dan Kaczmarski 		
Victoria Cumer		
Joseph Samuel Rogers
Amy Fisher		
Ericka Hough		
Julie Salas		
Devon Strayer		
Deborah Brimmer
Travis Sefzik		
Ryan Askey
Mitch Liebovich

Features Editor
Layout Editor
Staff Writer
Photography
Proofreading
Proofreading
Proofreading
Distribution
Business

Contact Us
Email: thebrookline@gmail.com or
pdkaz@comcast.net
Phone: 412-531-1252
Deadlines for Submissions and Ads
May 7 for June’s Issue
Interested in Advertising with us?

Contact us at thebrookline@gmail.com or pdkaz@
comcast.net for rates and more information.

The Brookline is available free of charge by email. Go to http://bit.do/brookline to sign up.
A one-year postal delivery subscription is $25 for non-SPDC members and $15 for SPDC members.
Copyright 2016 South Pittsburgh Development Corporation—All Rights Reserved
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Rather Ripped Reccords from p. 1

in “retroactive acoustic folk.”

Those customers who’ve visited Rather Ripped on the
Boulevard know what a gem it is. Russ owns close to
20,000 albums and has around 5,000 on sale at any time.
He continuously adds to his inventory (he was recently
scheduled to pick up another 15,000 albums), so if you’re a
customer, repeat visits are always productive. Then there’s the
phenomenal price. Most of the albums are $1. They’ve been
inspected by Russ and are in great condition. Additionally,
Russ has a couple thousand CDs on sale and that many
more in backstock, plus thousands of 45s and an inventory of
vintage T-shirts.

As to his 4-month Brookline retail experience, “So far, so
good. I have no complaints,” he says. He’s developing a
customer base here and has customers who followed him
from his Lawrenceville store. And he sees the day on the not
distant horizon “when we see more people from outside of
Brookline coming to Brookline because it’s so hip–and it’s
beginning to be.”

Russ is an encyclopedia of music–having been musician, writer,
entrepreneur, and record producer– and he’s interested in
sharing good music with the public. Once a month, he hosts
a free in-store concert. On Sunday May 15, starting at 2 p.m.,
he’ll host Jupiter Vinyl, a husband and wife team who specialize

754 Brookline Boulevard
Pittsburgh, PA 15226
412-253-3445
Facebook: Rather Ripped Records
Hours: Tuesday to Saturday, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Sunday 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Old Notes By Old People
by Chip Gorski
By the time you are reading this, I should be back up and
walking on my own (I hope). What I thought was going to be
a moderate repair to my ankle turned into something a little
more. The surgery was longer than I planned, as was much of
the work they did. I am now the proud owner of two surgical
screws and a plate across my ankle. There was also some
tendon work done. The last day I actually used two shoes and
walked was when I stepped into Shadyside Hospital. I would
leave in wheelchair and on crutches. I was telling everyone
I gave up walking for Lent. As I write this, I am still hobbling
around on crutches.
Situations like these make you appreciate the things you used
to be able to do while you recover. I now have a deeper love
of my shower, which I was not able to use for about a month.
And even now, I have to sit on a stool because I am still nonweight bearing. I have learned that I cannot walk and carry
things. Instead of filling a travel mug with coffee before I leave
for work, I now stop at one of those expensive drive thru’s.
It’s easier–they hand it to me right through the car window–
and I get to drink a full cup instead of the sip left after most of
the contents of the travel mug has spilled on the way to the
car.
Because of this temporary situation for me, I have learned
to appreciate what it’s like to deal with this on a more
permanent basis. I’m vertically challenged to begin with. But
sitting in a scooter in a grocery store and trying to shop was
4

not easy. First of all, trying to reach something on the top
shelf of a grocery store aisle when you are unable to stand is
impossible. Some people are kind enough to help–some are
not. I don’t believe grocers accounted for this problem in
their store design.
Secondly, I am embarrassed to say that I accidently crashed
into a display, sending boxes of a product I won’t mention
here all over the floor. I couldn’t pick up the product. My son
had to, and was slightly embarrassed. I just put the scooter in
drive and got out of there. But, the point is, concern needs
to be given to aisle sizes and displays for people in a chair.
As I said, for me this is a temporary inconvenience. For many
others it is a way of life and we should be sensitive to that.
Speaking of sensitivity, my niece texted me something about
a comment made on social media about my most recent
column. I didn’t see it. It had to do with afterschool activities I
talked about and that I suggested that kids should spend more
time in those than in front of a computer or gaming system.
The suggestion was that a single parent can’t afford these
activities today. I hear you. Unfortunately, some of those
activities have a charge today. 30 years ago, they didn’t, which
was why we were able to participate. As my parents liked to
remind us–our last name wasn’t Rockefeller. Most of the stuff
we did didn’t cost anything. In some cases today that may not
be the case. Having said that, bike riding, playing whiffle ball on
the street or a pick-up dodge ball game…those are still free.
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A Special Place to Learn
by Debbie Brust
Pioneer Education Center is located right here in Brookline.
Our school is a center-based school program for students
with special needs, and was
recently called “a hidden gem in the
Pittsburgh Public Schools” by one
of our parents. We love that term,
but like any “gem,” we would like to
shine for all to see!

music, art and ADL (activities of daily living) class and all
therapies required for their education are available: Physical
Therapy, Occupational Therapy, Speech and Language Therapy,
Vision and Hearing Therapy. Our students work hard on
their goals, but it is not ALL work. We enjoy special activities
including Harvest Festival, Holiday
Dances, Pioneer Prom, Circus Day,
and Pinewood Derby Day, as well
as interactions with Boy Scouts
and Museum on the Move.

Our students prepare for
Our school is located on Dunster
graduation through transition
Street, near West Liberty School
plans that involve learning preand adjacent to South Brook
vocational skills, and going into
Middle School, but many Brookline
the community for volunteer jobs.
residents don’t realize we are
Recently, our students have been
here. Our program is completely
seen working at Resurrection
handicapped accessible, and has
Parish to prepare for bingo and
a beautiful sensory garden for
the fish fry, and at the Brookline
all students to enjoy. During
Library. They enjoy gaining
the beautiful spring weather,
independence by using Access
our students spend many hours
Pioneer Education Center Student
and using their skills to meet
outdoors on adapted swings, biking
Photo courtesy of Debbie Brust their goals, while helping in the
on adapted bikes, participating
community. We have new school
in adapted PE and enjoying their
spirit wear and a new logo, and our May fundraiser is “A
lessons in the shaded outdoor classroom. This fall, our
Purse Per Day in May,” which is really cool. Pioneer’s PTO
students participated in two different opportunities to ride
is selling chances to win a Coach Purse for every day in May
horses, with a saddle and a staff member or in a cart pulled
based on the PA lottery. Tickets are sold at the school. Our
by a pony. They LOVED it!
school is a busy place! Come visit or schedule a tour by
calling 412-529-7405.
Our new principal, Mr. David Lott, is enthusiastic and full of
ideas and energy! We have added new technology to our
program, in the way of Smart Boards and Smart Tables as
well as our updated Multi-Sensory Environment and lots of
other devices to make technology available to all students, no
matter what level of disability.

SAVE THE DATE

Our school is designed to meet the needs of each individual
student, physically and educationally. Our students enjoy

Saturday, August 13, 2016 9:00 AM
Brookline Rec Center www.brooklinebreeze.com

May 2016

5

Gaelic Football Youth Program Returns to Brookline
So your kid
says she or he
has tried all
those youth
recreational
leagues and has
“been there,
done that.”
Well, this year,
how about
taking on a fun
and active
Gaelic Football
sport that’s
Photo Courtesy of GAA Facebook
relatively new
to Pittsburgh but has a history that goes back centuries?
This summer, for the second year, the Pittsburgh Gaelic Athletic
Association is offering a Youth Gaelic Football training program
and season at three area sites. The South Hills region will be
based at the Brookline Recreation Center. The season runs from
May 15-August 14 on Sundays and is open to boys and girls ages
6-14 of all skill levels. Players are grouped by age.
The GAA describes Gaelic football as a mixture of soccer and
rugby, although it’s older than both of those games and doesn’t
allow the type of physical contact associated with rugby. It has

its roots in 14th century Ireland, but has spread throughout the
world, especially in North America. It’s the most popular sport
in Ireland in terms of attendance, but you most certainly do not
have to be Irish to play and enjoy the game.
The ball used in Gaelic football is slightly smaller than a soccer
ball. The object is to either kick it over a crossbar or send it over
by hand/fist, or get it into a net by, in most cases, foot. Whereas
in soccer a ball cannot be advanced by hand, Gaelic football
allows for hand-passing (by striking the ball with a hand or fist.)
Every four steps, the ball must be either bounced or dropped on
your foot and kicked back up into your hand.
The 12-week summer season includes 8 weeks of training
(including games among the participants), plus 2 weeks when
players from the different Pittsburgh-area regions compete
against each other. The final two weeks, the kids get a chance to
play against kids from other cities. In week 11, Pittsburgh, Buffalo,
and Detroit travel to Cleveland and in week 12, players from the
other cities come to Pittsburgh.
Brookliner Robert Tierney is the 2016 Chairman of the
Pittsburgh GAA youth program. Registration is $35 per child
and a maximum of $70 per family. To sign up or for more
information, contact the Program Registrar at 412-780-4967
or at youthregistrar@pittsburghgaa.com. Or go to the GAA
website at www.pittsburghgaa.com/youth

Planning a Stress-Free Graduation Party
by Renee Vichie, Waterfall Catering
CONGRATULATIONS! You are celebrating a graduate this
year! You have been spending an enormous amount of time
on Pinterest, Instagram and Google image searches. Your head
is spinning–so many ideas, themes, menus and time is ticking.
Where do you start? First of all–STOP WORRYING. The best
bet is to plan ahead, relax a little, allow people to help you and
most of all–ENJOY THE CELEBRATION.
First, sit down with your grad and decide what is most
important.You may be surprised to hear what that soon-to-be
grad really wants. The first thing to do is start with a budget
and break down your expenses from there. If you must cut
expenses, it will be easier once you have decided what that
most important area is.
Make a checklist. Use categories like: guest list, location,
outside vendors, theme/décor, entertainment, menu,
beverages. Most things will fall under these sections. Make it
your goal to keep it simple.
To avoid disappointment, book vendors such as rental
companies, caterers and entertainment now. Make a guest list
6

and get the word about your date out now. Usually we see
about 75 percent of the guest list attend graduation parties.
Decide on your menu early. Will you be doing the food
yourself; will family help? Will you hire a catering company?
Finger foods, such as mini-sandwiches, chicken and steak
skewers, antipasto platters of crackers and cheese and olives,
vegetable platters, pasta, and fruit salads make great additions
to any party. Macaroni and cheese, pasta dishes and cheesy
potatoes are loved by all age groups. A self-serve dessert table
may be easier than cutting a large cake.
Think refreshing summer drinks like lemonade, fruit juice and
flavored water. Do you really need a full bar? Maybe just beer,
wine and a specialty drink. Most importantly, ensure alcohol is
being enjoyed responsibly by adults. Keep it off limits to those
under 21. People have lost their homes in lawsuits when the
courts decided they were negligent hosts.
Good luck on your party planning! Please remember to
enjoy the day with your grad. This is a celebration of their
accomplishments. The most important thing is to be there to
experience it with them.
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Guess Which Local Is Still
Running after 35 Years!
by Debbie Brust
What am I? I must be so good looking that I can stop
traffic and I have been running and walking--rain or shine-for 35 years! I appeal to young and old alike, ages 3 to 90. I
generously give to local charities. I provide a great place to
catch up with your neighbors or take your dog for a stroll.
Music and food and good times. What am I? The Brookline
Breeze 5K Race and Fitness Walk!
This year is the 35th anniversary of the Brookline Breeze
and our planning committee is hard at work making sure that
this will be a really special event. Save the date for Saturday,
August 13, 2016 at the Brookline Rec Center. This challenging
5K race began as a way for three fitness enthusiasts to
show off our community and encourage the community to
get more fit. The 3.1 mile race event also includes a 1 Mile
Mini Breeze and Dog Walk. We have a Dollar Bank Team
Competition, and a Family Team Discount. All runners and
walkers get a race tech t-shirt and are registered for the
raffle, which usually includes things like Steeler tickets, Fit Bits
and Gift Certificates to local restaurants. Registration fees
for the 5K Race are $20, 5K Walk $15, and the Dog Walk and
Mini Breeze $10.
The course is a “breeze” after you make it up the steep
hill at the beginning, and after you finish at the Rec Center,
there is great food, live music and lots of prizes! Although
serious runners love our race, it is also a great place to walk
with friends and family. Following this year’s race, we are all
going up to the Boulevard for the Breezefest, to enjoy the
community festival with kids activities, live music and lots of
vendors! Mark your calendars to be in our neighborhood for
this fun and family-centered event, starting with exercise at
the Brookline Breeze and ending with the Breezefest from 114. To register, grab a registration form at the Rec Center or go
to our website: www.brooklinebreeze.com or on facebook:
www.facebook.com/brooklinebreeze. For information, call the
Rec Center, 412 571-3222, or 412 255-8984.

Zillow Property Value Estimate
Each month, we’re tracking changes to the Zillow market
value estimate of the same Brookline home not currently on
the market.
Date			
Estimate
January 24, 2016
$141,632
February 28		
$142,493
March 15		
$143,171
April 24 		
$144,398
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Senator Wayne Fontana
As many know, Flint, Michigan is
facing a water crisis after improperly
treated water leached lead from
pipes into drinking water after the
city switched from Detroit’s water
system to the Flint River in 2014.
Officials made this move to save
money; however, the residents of
Flint are paying the ultimate price.
In March I introduced legislation that would give homebuyers
the option of requesting that a home be tested to determine
what level of lead is in the water. Senate Bill 1176 is part
of a five-bill package aimed at protecting our children and
families from the growing threat of lead poisoning caused by
worsening levels of lead due in large part to old pipes and
lead-based paints.
As a realtor, I introduced the bill because homeowners should
be aware of what they are buying and understand potential
risks with the property. Just as we have mechanisms in place
to alert residents that a home may test positive for radon or
lead-based paint because of its location or age, lead in water
can be a safety concern.
You can read more about my bill and the other bills
introduced as part of this effort to protect families and
children from the growing threat of lead poisoning by visiting
www.senatorfontana.com.

Representative Dan Deasy
Last month, the Pennsylvania
General Assembly passed and the
governor signed into law S.B. 3,
which provides for the legalization
of medical marijuana in the
commonwealth of Pennsylvania. As
a supporter of medical marijuana, I
cast a “yes” vote for this legislation
so that we can provide another
tool for doctors to help patients, including countless suffering
children, who are battling debilitating and life-threatening
illnesses.
The law sets standards for tracking plants, certifying physicians
and licensing growers, dispensaries and physicians. Doctors
will be able to prescribe marijuana in pill, oil, vapor or liquid
form. Patients will not be able to legally obtain marijuana to
smoke and will not be allowed to grow it on their own.
For so many Pennsylvanians with illnesses such as cancer,
HIV/AIDS, epilepsy, post-traumatic stress disorder or other
qualifying conditions, medical marijuana can provide hope and
relief. Pennsylvania becomes the 24th state along with the
District of Columbia and Guam to allow for comprehensive
public medical marijuana and cannabis programs. Please call
my office at 412-928-9514 for a copy of this new law or any
other legislation pending in the General Assembly.

Council Woman Natalia Rudiak
I work hard on Council, but I can’t
do it alone. I have three staffers, and
I‘d like to share a little about what
they do every day.
Beechview resident Ashleigh
Deemer is Chief of Staff and just
celebrated her 5-year anniversary
with us. She manages economic
development projects, public safety initiatives, and legislative
business of Council! She ensures that District 4 gets its
share of paving and project money from the capital budget.
She writes our monthly newsletter, which you can find at
pittsburghpa.gov/district4/newsletters. Ashleigh supervises the
office and attends community meetings across the district.
Bethani Cameron is an Overbrook resident and our
Community Relations Manager. She’ll celebrate two years in
June! She handles media inquiries, major projects in Carrick
and Overbrook and one of the most important tools--the
8

calendar! Between Council sessions, community events, and
all sorts of meetings, our schedule is packed. We keep a public
calendar that’s just for you: pittsburghpa.gov/district4/calendar.
She attends Carrick and Overbrook meetings. Both Ashleigh’s
and Bethani’s sons attend Pre-K in Brookline.
If you call my office at 412-255-2131, it’s likely that you’ll be
speaking with Constituent Services Manager Megan Neuf.
Megan juggles numerous resident requests, from potholes
to zoning issues. She is our 311 expert, and she knows the
ins and outs of City departments, services and untangling
complicated issues. She attends community meetings in
Brookline and Bon Air.
Together, we work hard every day to make sure your City
government works for you. It is an honor that we take very
seriously. Thank you!

May 2016

Representative Harry Readshaw
I have a resolution before the House which would declare May as Motorcycle Safety and Awareness
Month in Pennsylvania.
As the weather turns warmer, more motorcyclists will be on our roads. My resolution would be a
reminder that all motorists must be aware of motorcycle riders. Motorcycles are smaller and can be
less visible, especially in vehicle mirrors or when approaching from the side.
If you ride a motorcycle, I encourage you to take a safe cycling course. Motorcyclists with a
Pennsylvania license can sign up for free courses for beginners or advanced riders at www.pamsp.com
or by calling 1-800-845-9533 between 8 a.m. and noon, Monday through Friday.
I will also be participating in the annual “Right to Ride” in Harrisburg on May 23. Motorcyclists from around the state come
together and promote cycling. For more information on motorcycle safety, check out the website: http://bit.ly/PAcyclesafety.

Representative Dan Miller
With Governor Wolf permitting
the majority-supported budget to
become law last month, the entire
budget process causes me to reflect
on the hyper-partisan environment in
Harrisburg and our need to reform
our state government. To that end,
the Governor has introduced his
“Government that Works” initiative
and I am co-sponsoring bills to address each part of the plan.

TO THOSE WHO
COURAGEOUSLY GAVE THEIR
LIVES…

One bill I am sponsoring would ban legislator pay and per diems
during a budget impasse. To reduce the amount of outside
influence on legislators, I have co-sponsored HB43 that would
ban virtually all gifts to legislators and HB50 that would reform
campaign finance law to mirror federal restrictions. I continue
to support redistricting reform as a sponsor of HB1637–a bill
I believe would reduce the chances of more situations like the
one Brookline is currently in, being divided into three legislative
districts.
AND THOSE WHO BRAVELY
FIGHT TODAY…..

THANK YOU FOR SERVING

May 2016
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Community Events & Announcements
Call for Volunteers
• ANGELS’ PLACE Volunteers needed at Angels’ Place, Inc. Help us work with children, arts and crafts, organizing and
more. If interested, please call Stephanie at 412-531-6667. www.angelsplacepgh.org
• BROOKLINE CHRISTIAN FOOD PANTRY call Pat Erny at 412-344-8451
• BEGIN AGAIN CLOTHING MINISTRY To donate gently used or new clothing, call Brookline United Presbyterian
Church at 412-531-0590
• DOGIPOT MAINTENANCE call Lisa at 412-304-3086
• FOREVER HOME BEAGLE RESCUE call 412-304-4034 or BeagleHQ@msn.com Foster homes needed as well as
donations of dog food, blankets and bath towels.
• MEALS ON WHEELS sponsored by St. Mark’s Lutheran Church call 412-343-8144
• OASIS: HELP CHILDREN READ Tutors (age 50+) needed in Pittsburgh Schools, including Brookline PreK-8 and West
Liberty K-5. Call John D. Spehar at 412-393-7648. In partnership with Greater Pittsburgh Literacy Council.
• OPEN YOUR HEART TO A SENIOR Volunteers needed to assist senior citizens. Call Family Services at 412-661-1670
Other ways to help: Meals on Wheels can use donations of cash, cookies, desserts and bread. The Brookline Christian
Food Pantry can use grocery store gift cards (send to Pat Erny, 2918 Pioneer Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15226).

May Events on the Boulevard
At 824:The Consignment Shop
Mixologists Isaac Merz and Julia Drazic from ARC Cocktail
Catering Co. will teach how to make two fabulous
signature cocktails with vodka. H’ordeuvres that pair well
with the cocktails will be provided. Cost per ticket for the
educational workshop is $40. Seating is limited, so reserve
your space today! Sat. May 7, 7:30-9:30 p.m. 824 Brookline
Blvd. 412-440-8245
LuLaRoe representative Amanda Osterberger returns for
another trunk sale with approximately 400 fun and comfy
garments. Come see the latest fashions from the LuLaRoe
collection! The event is free. Refreshments will be provided.
At Brookline Pub and Pourhouse
Brookline Community Open Mic. All talent levels and
performance types are welcome. Every Wed., 7-10:30 p.m.
brooklineopenmic@gmail.com
At Rather Ripped Records
Rather Ripped Records celebrates its 45th year with a free
concert by Jupiter Vinyl, with Corinne Bohjanen on vocals/
bass, Ed Horey on vocals/guitar, and Jen Webster on vocals/
djembe. LP and CDs will be available. Sun., May 15, 2 p.m.
754 Brookline Blvd. 412-253-3445.
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Traveling So Others Can See
by Dan Kaczmarski
This month, Linda Boss of A-Boss Optical on Brookline Blvd.
will take a “vacation” to a warmer clime, just as she has for
the past 20 years. The difference between her getaways and
those of most people is that she’ll spend her week working
in a clinic to improve disadvantaged people’s eyesight.
Each year, Linda travels to another country with a team of
10 to 14 optometrists, opticians, and other volunteers under
the auspices of a non-profit organization called Volunteer
Optometric Service to Humanity (VOSH). She started her
annual visits in 1995, first in Guatemala, then for the past 10
years in Haiti. This year, she’ll work in Pont-Sonde on the
outskirts of Haiti’s capital, Port-au-Prince.

success stories. There, they worked to establish facilities
with an in-country doctor. “We helped empower him with
reconstruction of the building and supplied him with surgical
equipment, laser and everything, as well as a finished optical
unit,” says Linda. In 2014-15,Vision for the Poor spent close to
$280,000 carrying out its work in several countries.
Linda, who has donated her time to multiple volunteer
organizations in Brookline, says she was drawn to service
activities at a young age. “In high school, I always wanted to
join the Peace Corps or VISTA, but my parents thought I was
too naïve. They said ‘wait a couple of years.’ But then you
start a job, get married, have kids. I didn’t begin until my kids
were grown. By then, I had a trade I could use, so it was even
more worthwhile that I had something to offer. I guess that
was in God’s plan.”

The team will set up a clinic there and see about 400
patients a day. The optometrists do exams and Linda hunts
through about 2,000 pair of glasses to find a pair that
matches as closely as possible the patient’s prescription
needs. If none of the available glasses work, eyeglasses are
made in the United States, then sent down with the next
volunteer team. Patients needing eye surgery are referred to
an in-country ophthalmologist.
The exam and glasses are provided free of charge or for a
nominal fee. Each patient also receives a pair of sunglasses
and a baseball cap to guard against future eye damage.
The volunteers pay for their own airfare and lodging. Linda
laughs and calls the trip her adventurous vacation, “because
you don’t know what you’re going to get into.” She says she
truly looks forward to going each year.
Her trips with VOSH are just part of Linda’s volunteer work
to improve the eyesight of those in need. She is a founder
and board member of another non-profit organization,
Vision for the Poor, whose mission is to establish sustainable
eye hospitals in other countries. Guatemala is one of their
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Linda Boss with patient in Pont-Sonde, Haiti, in 2015
Photo courtesy of Linda Boss

Free Meals for Kids
GrubUP Pittsburgh offers free afterschool meals for those
under 18 at the Brookline Rec Center.
Snacks: 3-4 p.m. Hot meal: Starts 5 p.m.
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Community Events & Announcements
Brookline Memorial Recreation Center
Summer CITICAMP Adventures
Sign up today for CITICAMP’S wild summer adventures,
sponsored by Pittsburgh Citiparks. Co-ed, ages 7-12. Each
camp runs for 5 days at the Brookline Recreation Center
(except no camp on July 4), 9 a.m.–3 p.m.
Camp

Dates

Week 1

Scales and Tails

June 20-24

Week 2

Where in the World

June 27-July 1

Week 3

X-Treme Science

July 5-8

Week 4

Inventor’s Workshop

July 11-15

Week 5

Space Station Pittsburgh

July 18-22

Week 6

Urban Adventures

July 25-29

Week 7

Time Travelers

August 1-5

Week 8

Fantastic Finale

August 8-12

Each camp costs $10, with an additional $5 for each field trip.
Or sign up for all 8 weeks and all field trips for a total of
$100. For more information, visit the Brookline Recreation
Center or call 412-571-3222

Join Us in a Community
Conversation
Mayor Bill Peduto has asked the communities of Pittsburgh
to join in a conversation on May 14 by holding 200 meals
throughout the city. With the sponsorship of the major
community groups of Brookline, we are inviting everyone to
come to lunch at St. Mark Evangelical Lutheran Church (at
the corner of Brookline Blvd. and Glenarm Ave.) on Saturday,
May 14 from 12-2 p.m. What do you want for Brookline?
What should we be talking about? What should the Mayor
and City Council be talking about? Bring your questions, the
family, a side dish or a dessert, and join in the conversation.
Drinks, salad, and sandwiches will be provided.

Brookline Teen Outreach News
by Caitlin McNulty
Brookline Teen Outreach is open Thursday & Friday 3-9 p.m.
and on Saturday from 12-9 p.m. There are events scheduled
every day, and there is always air hockey, foosball, video games,
board games, art projects, community service, and much more
to do at the center. It’s a great place to hang out with friends.
Thursdays
• Life Skills, 5-6 p.m. Learn real world skills that you need to
succeed. Cooking, basic sewing, setting a budget, and law for
teens are just a few of the topics we will cover.
Fridays
• Donation Movement, 5-6 p.m. Stop in and learn yoga, karate,
hip hop dance and kickboxing. There is no set fee, just pay
what you can. Ages 10-18.
• Movie Night, 6-9 p.m. A movie, popcorn and pop for only
$5. We have new selections every week and you get to vote
to decide what movie we watch. Ages 10-18.
Saturdays
• Creative Expression, 12-5 p.m. Open Time. Delve into art,
music and theater in a variety of exciting ways.
• Card Gaming Meetup, 5-7 p.m. Do you play Dungeons and
Dragons, Pokemon,Yu-Gi-Oh!, Magic, or Net Runner? Come
to the Teen Center to play and discover new games.
For more information and additional events, visit our website
at www.brooklineteenoutreach.org or our Facebook page.

Memorial Day Parade and
Remembrance Service
The Memorial Day Parade will be held Monday, May 30 at 10
a.m. Parade units will begin to line up on Brookline Blvd. at
Stebbins Ave at 9 a.m. Anyone wishing to participate in the
parade should call Annette at 412-341-9863. The parade will
follow the traditional route from the Boulevard to Pioneer
Ave. to West Liberty Ave./Washington Rd. in Dormont and
Mt. Lebanon, ending at Mt. Lebanon Cemetery.
Immediately before the start of the parade, there will be a
remembrance service at the Cannon to honor those who
sacrificed their lives while serving in the military. All are
invited and members of the armed forces, past and present,
are especially encouraged to attend.
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Community Events & Announcements
Carnegie Library of Brookline May Events
For All Ages
• Crochet & Knitting Fun – Saturdays • May 14 & 28 • 1 p.m. –
limited free supplies and one-on-one assistance are available.
For Kids
• Tween Workshop Tuesdays – Tuesdays • May 3 & 10 • 3 p.m. enjoy gaming, crafts, science projects and more.
For Teens
• Pokémon Club – Mondays • 3 p.m. – drop-in and join battle
leagues for both the card and video games.
• Teen Time – Thursdays • 3 p.m. – make cool art projects, play
epic games, enjoy music, movies and just chilling out.
For Adults
• Let’s Speak English! – Tuesdays • 6:45 p.m. – join non-native
English speakers to build comfort and confidence with the
language through casual conversation.
• Power Yoga with Amy – Wednesdays • 6:30 p.m. – bring your
own water, mat and towel for free fitness-based yoga.
• Monthly Movie Showdown – Tuesday, May 10 • 6 p.m. – join in
fun, relaxed conversation and enjoy movie-inspired treats.
This month: I Am Legend versus Omega Man
• Résumé Assistance by Appointment – Wednesdays • May

11 & 25 • 6-8 p.m. – A qualified volunteer is available to
review your existing résumé and cover letter to help make
them stronger. Call 412-561-1003 to schedule a half-hour
appointment.
• Book Discussions
• Mystery & More – Wednesday, May 11 • 1 p.m. –
contemporary and classic mysteries, along with the
occasional fiction or nonfiction title. This month: Resolve
by J.J. Hensley
• Between the Lines – Monday, May 16 • 6 p.m. –
contemporary and classic fiction and nonfiction. This
month: The Rosie Project by Graeme C. Simsion
• The Buzz – Thursday, May 26 • 6 p.m. – unconventional
fiction, nonfiction and graphic novels. This month:
Radioactive: Marie and Pierre Curie, a Tale of Love & Fallout
by Lauren Redniss
• Game Night – Tuesday, May 17 • 5:45 p.m. – classic and
adventure-based board games
Visit www.carnegielibrary.org/locations/brookline or call 412561-1003 for more information.
In the April issue, we at The Brookline included incorrect library
hours.The hours are Mon.-Thurs., 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Fri & Sat., 10
a.m. to 5 p.m.

Heritage Players Theater News
The Heritage Players perform at the Seton Center on Pioneer
Ave. and draw actors, directors, and crew from throughout
the Pittsburgh area. Brookliners are encouraged to share their
talents with the all-volunteer group.
In May
William Inge’s Pulitzer Prize winning play, Picnic. A handsome
drifter arrives in a small Kansas town one fateful Labor Day
and alters the lives of all those who come in contact with him,
especially the female residents. This Pulitzer Prize-winning
American classic by William Inge is earthy, humorous, honest,
touching, and intensely romantic. May 13-15 and 20-22 at the
Seton Center. Fri. and Sat. performances are at 8 p.m. and Sun.
matinees are at 2 p.m. Tickets are $12 at the door and $10
if purchased in advance online at www.bphp.org/xu35a. Box
office opens one half hour before curtain.

Performance dates are August 5-7 and 12-14 at the Seton
Center.
This Summer
Eighth Annual Summer Broadway Revue. A lively, entertaining
show run by teens, featuring music and scenes from show
favorites. July 16 at 7 p.m. and July 17 at 2 p.m.
Visit www.bphp.org or phone 412-254-4633 for details.

PA Reg. #PA009345
HP #3599

Auditions will be held for the musical, Alice in Wonderland,
based on Lewis Carroll’s novel, on Sun. May 22 and Mon. May
23 at 6 p.m.at the Seton Center. Both adult and children’s
roles are available. Seeking ages 6 and older. Prepare a
song. Auditioners may be asked to read from the script.
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What’s Happening at Brookline PreK-8
by Amy Cornelius Dembosky, Parent Volunteer
May flowers are certainly a welcome sight for everyone at
Pittsburgh Brookline! We have been quite busy this spring. On
March 17, third grade students were able to meet local author
Katherine Ayres. Her books Macaroni Boy (which is set in the
Strip District during the Great Depression) and Up, Down,
and Around are very popular. Ms. Ayres started her career as
a teacher and principal. It took her 25 rewrites to get the
first chapter of Macaroni Boy right! This was an excellent
message for our students as our character trait for March
was “determination.” Thanks to third grade English/Language
Arts teacher Kim Gruendel for coordinating this exciting
experience!
On March 18, students Jenna Gentert-Corso and Arionah
Sullivan and art teacher Stacey Dodd hand-delivered a
huge postcard to the City-County Building to celebrate the
bicentennial of Pittsburgh’s incorporation. Our art students

The Latest from
St. John Bosco Academy
by Holly Victor, Parent Volunteer
We are ready for sunshine and May flowers here at St. John
Bosco Academy! Spring brings new beginnings and new life.
Our kindergarten class and fourth grade students are learning
all about that through a hands-on egg incubation and hatching
project conducted by kindergarten teacher Mrs. Majetic.
Mrs. Majetic works with a local 4-H chapter to obtain chicken
and duck eggs. The students work together to care for the
eggs and document their progress for the approximately 2027 day incubation period. They turn the eggs daily and even
get to “candle” the eggs to see what’s going on inside of the
shell! The kindergarten class focuses on the development
of the chicks and how to care for live animals as the fourth
grade does a more in-depth study of embryology and the
function of each part of the egg. If you’d like to see the babies,
please stop by the kindergarten class this month.
This month we say goodbye to the young men and women of
the eighth grade as they continue their educational journey
into high school. Most of these students started with us in
preschool; some have joined along the way. No matter when
they came, they are all family now. I’d like to wish the best
of luck to each graduating student and hope that God’s plan
brings you happiness and success.
“Go forth and set the world on fire”-St. Ignatius Loyola
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in kindergarten through eighth grades created the postcard,
which featured a drawing of our school building and other city
images.
Brookline PreK-8 was proud to be represented by twelve
of our artists at the All-City Art Exhibition featuring works
from Pittsburgh Public Schools students across the city.
The exhibition was shown at the Pittsburgh Cultural Trust’s
education building downtown, which really gave it an air of
elegance. The works included paintings, sculptures, pencil and
marker drawings, digital works, and mixed-media designs.
Thanks to Ms. Dodd for her hard work on behalf of our
artists!

What’s Going on at
Pittsburgh West Liberty?
by Deonne Arrington, Principal
Teresa Grusong-Adams, First Grade Teacher
We have been very busy at Pittsburgh West Liberty. As
the end of the school year nears, we have many activities
and celebrations. One of our afterschool activities is the
Mad Science Club, where students explore science with
other students with a similar interest. The children enjoy
participating in experiments and stretching their knowledge,
as well as having fun with their peers.
In Girls on the Run, girls have an opportunity to become fit
while spending time with other students and mentors. The
Carnegie Library has also brought BLAST (Bringing Libraries
and Schools Together) to our afterschool day. The students
enjoy reading stories with the local librarians and doing
activities related to the story. My students report this is one
of their favorite activities. Another opportunity is presented
by Citiparks afterschool intramurals. The children have fun
participating and spending a little more time with their school
friends.
On May 20, we celebrate Bring your Dad to School Day. On
this day, the children are welcome to bring their father to
school and enjoy sharing activities with their family. We will
have a ceremony called Celebrate Eagles on May 21. ALL
children in grades 1-4 receive a certificate acknowledging each
child’s scholastic strengths. This reminds the children we all
have something to contribute to make our school the special
place it is.
We hope you enjoy the beautiful weather as it changes
and prepares for the summer months ahead. Remember,
Pittsburgh West Liberty is “Where Learners Excel and
Character Counts.”
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We are proud to be a part of the brookline
community! We look forward to bringing
you the best Q in the burgh. Call, order
online, or stop in on the blvd.
BRISKET
RIBS

PULLED PORK
CHICKEN

(412)668-3459 • SMOQPITT.COM • BYOB
600 BROOKLINE BLVD. • PITTSBURGH, PA.
@SMOQPITT

RUB. SMOKE. LOVE.
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CHECK OUT THESE
BROOKLINE HOMES
Searching for the home of you dreams
visit ppmrealty.com or give us a call
and we will start your search today!

What’s my home really worth?

SOLD IN 6 DAYS

Call PPM REALTY for a FREE
market evaluation!

412.343.6206
SOLD IN 1 DAY
facebook.com/PPMREALTY

twitter.com/PPMREALTY

SOLD IN # DAYS

SOLD IN # DAYS

pinterest.com/PPMREALTY
SOLD IN 7 DAYS

Because there is a difference...

RATHER RIPPED RECORDS
Where Every Record Is a New Release

Vintage Vinyl (albums), CDs, 45s, DVDS
●
●
●
●

Quite simply...
better than the rest.
Call today to find out why

Albums start at $1.00 for most of them
CDs start at $2 and 3 for $5. Collectables start at $5
Imports Indies and COLLECTABLES as marked
Vintage Tees, Leather & Jean Jackets, Hawaiian Shirts

754 Brookline Blvd.
Brookline (Pittsburgh), PA 15226
412-253-3445
email:ratherrippedrecords@gmail.com

412-561-0380

Open 11-7 Tuesdays thru Saturday, 11-4 Sunday

Frank David DeBor, Supervisor

BUY SELL AND TRADE

and resting up and closed on Mondays

1065 Brookline Boulevard, Pittsburgh, PA 15226-2291

16

May 2016

