
GEEKADROME

By Brock Boutwell

Geekadrome has been in operation for eleven 
years. In that time, it has endured changing 
social trends, economic downturns, and the 
reconstruction of Brookline Boulevard. As 
other businesses have come and gone and 
demographics have shifted, this little comic 
book shop has remained. It has become a 
Brookline destination, drawing people to the 
community from near and far, including the 
occasional celebrity comic book author or 
professional wrestler. It is also a gathering 
place where local patrons come to play 
games, discuss new releases, or just hang out 
and read. Perhaps most significantly, it is a 
true expression of entrepreneurial spirit –  
the product of one man’s passion.

Owner Paul Drabick grew up about an hour 
north of Pittsburgh in Mercer County, PA –  
a rural area dotted with quaint towns, Amish 
settlements, and sprawling countryside. He 
first became interested in comics as a young 
kid when his mother would bring them home 

Owner Paul Drabick and employee Julian Cerminara hold 
up comics inside Geekadrome. 

Top, inventory lines the walls and covers a table at 
Geekadrome.

Photos for this article courtesy of Amy Fisher, Pawsburgh 
Photography.

2019 OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS

2nd Monday of odd-numbered 

months: September & November.  

We hope to see you September 9th!

All meetings are held at 7pm   

at the Brookline Teen Outreach,  

520 Brookline Blvd.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Halloween Parade, October 26th
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To promote community and development in Brookline by illuminating people, 
places, and institutions that make the neighborhood a great place to live.
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from antique shops. She would get them for free at times, as 
many antique dealers in the area had no idea of their value. 
Paul quickly fell in love with comics, regularly visiting his local 
comic book store (a major inspiration for what would become 
Geekadrome). As his interest grew, so did his knowledge of 
the industry. Paul learned the ins and outs of the business, 
identifying the value of comics and games. This love 
continued into adulthood.

After a brief stint working in radio, Paul moved to Pittsburgh. 
He was drawn to the cultural diversity of the big city. 
He settled in Brookline because he felt as though the 
neighborhood offered this diversity along with what he refers 
to as “small town comforts and close-knit community,” at once 
a reminder of where he comes from and a realization of where 
he wants to be. Geekadrome opened on the Boulevard in 
Spring 2008, and the rest, as they say, is history.

Walking into the store now, eleven years later, is like walking 
into another world. Comic books, posters, and games line 
every wall. Ambient electronic music hovers calmly in the 
background. In the center of the floor are two long rows of 
tables where, at any given time, people can sit with friends 
and strangers alike to talk and play card games like Magic: 
The Gathering, Dungeons and Dragons, and KeyForge. Paul 
plays too, greeting customers and organizing inventory 
between moves. The space does not feel like a business at all; 
it feels like the home of an old friend. It is immediately clear 
that Paul is living a dream, immersing himself in all of the 
things he loves for a living. 

Geekadrome hosts events six days a week. On Monday 
evenings, people can come in to play Magic: The Gathering 
(standard play). Tuesdays feature a game called HeroClix. 
Wednesday is Dungeons and Dragons. Thursday’s offering 
is KeyForge, a card game by the makers of Magic: The 

Street view of Geekadrome from Brookline Boulevard.

Gathering. On Fridays, Paul hosts another round of Magic: 
The Gathering, this time in the “draft” format. And Saturdays 
bring a rotating series of games, different from one week to 
the next. All are welcome to join on any given night.

Geekadrome is a truly unique Brookline business that has 
fostered community for over a decade. There is something to 
be gained from a visit to this store. The people are friendly; 
the atmosphere is relaxing; and the selection of merchandise 
is astounding. Paul Drabick has had one heck of a run. May he 
continue doing what he loves for decades to come.

534 Brookline Blvd, Pittsburgh, PA 15226
412-344-2494

mailto:newsletter15226%40gmail.com?subject=I%20want%20to%20join%20the%20fun%21
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ALLY BOVE,  
Secretary, Brookline Together

Brookline Together recently developed 
a survey to ask Brookline residents and 
business owners about what types of 
businesses, events, and services they’d like 
to see in our community and any problems 

they perceive in Brookline.

Residents who responded to the survey stated that they’d like 
to attend more community events and Farmers Markets. Many 
people also expressed interest in a dog park, hiking trails, an 
apiary, and a community garden.

Residents’ concerns primarily focused around littering, 
unmaintained properties, and difficulty with traffic/pedestrian 
safety.

Overwhelmingly, respondents indicated that they would like to 
see more sit-down restaurants offering a variety of cuisines 
and more non-smoking bars in Brookline.

Brookline Together is working on meeting our residents’ 
requests. Some projects include:

• Construction of an apiary on land at the intersection of 
Jacob and Whited

•	 Exploring the potential to use additional land at the 
Jacob/Whited site for a community garden

•	 Working with City of Pittsburgh officials to identify 
potential sites for a dog park

•	 Holding ongoing conversations with City of Pittsburgh 
officials to address issues related to traffic and pedestrian 
safety. As a result of our ongoing conversations, the city 
has performed a traffic study of the Brookline Blvd / 
Stebbins intersection, and Councilman Coghill’s office has 
made a request for funding to improve pedestrian safety 
along the entirety of the Brookline Blvd business district.

•	 Hosting monthly clean-up events with our Beautification 
committee to tackle the issues of litter and blight.

•	 Working on a plan to attract new businesses to 
Brookline that are in line with what residents want in our 
neighborhood.

Brookline Together is a volunteer organization, so of course 
all of these ideas can turn into a reality more quickly with 
more volunteers! For more information, please e-mail 
us at brooklinetogether@gmail.com or follow Brookline 
Together on Facebook. If you’re interested in taking the 
survey mentioned in this article, you can find it on our website 
at www.brooklinetogether.org. 

NEWS
FROM

BECOME A MEMBER OF 
BROOKLINE TOGETHER

If you love Brookline and want to take an active role in 
your community, become a member of Brookline Together! 
Whether you are a business owner or an individual, a long-
time resident or a brand new Brookliner, we would love 
to work with you! There are three levels of membership 
to choose from, each with their own perks: Business/
Professional, Community Member, and Friends of Brookline. 
To join, simply visit www.brooklinetogether.org/membership 
and submit an application.

GET INVOLVED!
BROOKLINE NOW wants to hear from you! We welcome your 
articles, art work, ideas, referrals, and feedback, and would  
love to include as many Brookline voices as possible in future  
issues. If you would like to contribute to our newsletter,  
please email us at newsletter15226@gmail.com or leave  
us a comment on our Brookline Together page,  
www.brooklinetogether.org/newsletter.

FOLLOW BROOKLINE NOW 
ON INSTAGRAM!
@Brookline_Now

A collaborative new organization unifying Brookline 
Chamber of Commerce and South Pittsburgh Development 
Corporation that is working to promote a vibrant and 
livable community through collaborative initiatives that unify 
Brookline’s business and residential interests.

Visit us at www.brooklinetogether.org

mailto:brooklinetogether@gmail.com
http://www.brooklinetogether.org/
http://www.brooklinetogether.org/membership
http://www.brooklinetogether.org/newsletter
https://www.instagram.com/brookline_now/?hl=en
http://www.brooklinetogether.org
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COUNCILMAN ANTHONY COGHILL
City Council District 4 

Promoting responsible waste disposal and 
improving Pittsburgh’s recycling programs is 
something I have worked on with my fellow 
councilmembers since I took office. This 

year council adopted an overhaul to Pittsburgh’s Waste and 
Recycling Regulations. 

New regulations were adopted in order to clarify and codify 
much of what was already being done in practice, taking 
6,000 words and simplifying them down to 3,500 words. The 
regulations can be found by visiting https://pittsburghpa.gov/
dpw/waste-regulations.

As you recycle your waste, remember that Pittsburgh uses 
single-stream recycling. This means all recycling products can 
go in the same bag.

Curbside single-stream recycling is easy if you follow the 
rules: Empty and rinse all containers and remove and discard 
all lids and caps. Only include clean paper. Flatten & bundle/
tie cardboard boxes. 

Shredded paper is no longer accepted at the curb and will 
need to be bagged and taken to one of the following drop-
off locations to be recycled: East End, Hazelwood, West End, 
Strip District, and Construction Junction. 

MAYOR WILLIAM PEDUTO 

As summer draws to an end and we look 
forward to the festivities of fall, the Office 
of Mayor William Peduto would like to share 
some exciting news about responsible waste 
disposal and recycling programs!

In July, for the first time since TVs and computers were 
banned from Pennsylvania landfills in 2010, the City of 
Pittsburgh began subsidizing a twice-weekly option for 
electronics and household hazardous waste recycling 
at a drop-off site in the Strip District. The City’s Bureau 
of Environmental Services host a contracted vendor, 
Environmental Coordination Services and Recycling (ECS&R), 
to accept materials at their 3001 Railroad Street facility 
Wednesdays from 3-8pm and Sundays from 9am-5pm. 
Drop-off appointments must be scheduled in advance – 
you can schedule a ten minute drop-off time at ecsr.net/
pittsburgh-recycling/ or by calling 814-425-7773. E-waste 
and hazardous waste must be recycled in ways that comply 
with state and federal laws. The cost to recycle most TVs 
and computers will be 40 cents per pound, so the fee for 
recycling a 50 pound TV will be around $20. The full list of 
items and fees associated is posted at ecsr.net/Pittsburgh-
Recycling. Fees apply for most items. Find material list and 
fees at ecsr.net/Pittsburgh-Recycling/ or contact 311. Both 
checks and credit cards accepted for payment (3% card 
processing fee will be applied). This fall, we hope to expand 
services to include pick-up options for an additional fee, as 
well as neighborhood events, so stay tuned!

This summer, the City of Pittsburgh also debuted a glass 
recycling pilot. Pittsburgh residents are encouraged to bring 
their glass bottles, jugs and jars of 3 gallons or less to three 
satellite drop-off locations: 241 N Lexington Ave (Construction 
Junction), 3001 Railroad Street (Strip District), and McKinley 
Skate Park at Bausman Street (Beltzhoover). 

While the Environmental Services Bureau of the Department 
of Public Works still accepts glass for curb-side recycling, 
glass in the city’s single-stream system often contaminates 
other recyclables, and is part of the reason why recycling 
costs have increased and some municipalities have stopped 
collecting glass altogether. As such, the city is experimenting 
with the glass drop-off locations to support proper source 
separation. The lime green gable-top recycling containers 
were purchased through a Department of Environmental 
Protection grant to pilot collecting source-separated 
glass. Any traditional food grade glass bottle, jug or jar of 
3 gallons or less is accepted in the glass roll-off container. 
All green, amber, clear, and blue glass is accepted and 
can be placed in the glass-only container altogether. All 
other recyclable items, such as cardboard boxes, should be 
placed in a separate recycling dumpster. Pyrex, drinkware, 
plate, mirror, or automotive glass are not accepted and are 
contaminants. Other contaminants are, lids/caps, plastic 
bags, crates, electronic waste, household chemical waste, 
other recyclables, or general trash items deemed for landfill. 
If you have any questions, please reach out to Environmental 
Services at 412-255-2773.

For more information on news, events, and resources in the 
City of Pittsburgh, follow us on social media!
Newsletter: newsletter.pittsburghpa.gov  
Twitter: @CityPGH   Facebook: facebook.com/ocapgh  
Nextdoor: Community Affairs

REPRESENTATIVE HARRY READSHAW 

As part of the 2019 budget, Gov. Wolf signed 
a measure that prevents municipalities across 
the Commonwealth from taxing or banning 
the sale or distribution of plastic bags and 
other containers, bags and other wrappings.

This law is only effective for one-year, so that legislative 
agencies can study the environmental and economic impact. 

While municipalities may be prevented from taken measures 
to reduce the amount of environmental impact plastic 
consumption has caused in the short-term due to failing 
recycling efforts, you and your families can step in and take 
the “no plastic pledge”.

I PLEDGE to eliminate single-use plastic wherever possible 
for the purpose of reducing the suffering of all. When at a 
retail store, I will request “no plastic please” on the following 
targeted items: straws, bags, cups, take-out boxes, plastic 
bottles, all Styrofoam, stirrers and cutlery.

Here are 10 actions you can take to eliminate single-use 
plastic:

1. Before ordering, say “no plastic please”
2. Bring your own shopping bag
3. Carry a reusable water bottle
4. Bring your own coffee cup
5. Pack your own lunches/leftovers in reusable containers
6. Say NO to disposable straws and cutlery
7. Give up beverages in plastic bottles
8. Pay attention to plastic packaging
9. Skip the plastic produce bags
10. Share these tips with your friends.

https://pittsburghpa.gov/dpw/waste-regulations
https://pittsburghpa.gov/dpw/waste-regulations
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REPRESENTATIVE DAN MILLER

 The contracts for waste disposal and 
recycling programs are up to local 
governments, but the state can and must do 
more to promote, support and incentivize 
communities to address these issues in a 

manner that is more reflective of today’s understanding and 
tomorrow’s needs. 
As a township commissioner I led efforts for single stream 
recycling, created an environmental sustainability board, and 
formalized a community wide commitment to Earth Day. As 
a state representative, I have continued to prioritize these 
issues and deepen my understanding about practical solutions 
and long-range goals that we need to think about. This April 
I held a town hall meeting on recycling and the impact of 
plastics on our ecosystems. (I also held a separate meeting on 
our energy portfolio and renewable energy goals.)

In addition, I co-sponsor a group of bills that are part of a 
legislative package called “Zero Waste PA.” One of these bills 
would create a 5-cent bottle and can buy-back program. This 
type of waste accounts for 40-60% of all litter and similar 
programs have been successful in other states. Other bills 
that I sponsor include limiting plastic straws, a fee on non-
reusable plastic bags at big stores, and an effort to limit non-
recyclable packaging, to name a few. 

These efforts will require state and local action, and 
partnerships with individuals and companies alike, but 
business as usual is not acceptable.

REPRESENTATIVE DAN DEASY 
412.928.9514 

As I mentioned in my column last month, I 
am a strong advocate for the environment. I 
believe we all must do our part to preserve 
our lands and natural resources for our 

children and our children’s children. Part of that effort must 
be to utilize and maximize recycling efforts so that we are 
recycling/repurposing what can be so that it doesn’t end 
up in landfills. To that end, I have supported many pieces 
of legislation that are aimed at encouraging and promoting 
recycling as well as reducing the use of plastic.

The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania took major steps 
decades ago to establish Pennsylvania’s Recycling Program 
with the enactment of Act 101 of 1988. Under the Municipal 
Waste Planning Recycling and Waste Reduction Act, 
requirements were placed on larger municipalities to recycle. 
According to the Department of Environmental Protection, 
now more than 11.6 million residents, at least 94% of the 
state’s population, have access to recycling. 

The Department of Environmental Protection has several 
grant programs available to help municipalities with their 
recycling efforts. As your state representative, I have always 
supported state funding to help municipalities with their 
recycling programs. Additionally, I host numerous free 
paper shredding events annually to help residents shred 
old documents. These shred events serve two purposes: by 
shredding sensitive documents, we are helping individuals 
protect themselves from identity theft while also ensuring 
that these papers don’t end up in landfills.

For more information on shredding or other events in my 
district, visit my website at www.pahouse.com/deasy and sign 
up to receive my email alerts on upcoming events.

SENATOR WAYNE D. FONTANA 
42nd Senatorial District 
www.senatorfontana.com 
Most waste disposal and recycling programs 
are facilitated at the local level and handled 
either by municipalities, like the City of 

Pittsburgh Department of Public Works, or contracted 
to private companies in the case of many suburban 
municipalities. 

As a state legislator, one way I am able reinforce that waste 
disposal is performed responsibly in Pennsylvania is by 
ensuring the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) has resources to provide oversight and 
implement programs that can assist residents and businesses. 
DEP provides environmental education programs across 
the state, a grant program to assist local governments 
in preventing illegal dumping in our neighborhoods and 
resources to inform residents how and where hard-to-recycle 
and household hazardous waste can be properly disposed, 
just to name a few.

Nine years ago, the Covered Device Recycling Act became 
law in Pennsylvania. The Act requires manufacturers to 
provide recycling programs for items such as computers and 
televisions.  These items are sometimes difficult to recycle and 
are not able to be collected curbside by refuse workers.  DEP 
is one of the funding partners for the Pennsylvania Resource 
Council (PRC), an organization who collects hard-to-recycle 
items like televisions and other electronics that are banned 
from landfills as a result of the 2010 law. They also provide 
education to students and adults, promote litter prevention 
and watershed protection and operate DEP’s recycling hotline, 
a toll-free phone service that enables residents living across 
the Commonwealth to quickly gain answers regarding how to 
responsibly recycle numerous types of materials.

As a legislator it’s important to not only provide funding to 
improve how we dispose of waste and recycle but also to help 
in getting the word out as to what resources are available to 
residents and local governments. Learn more at www.dep.pa.gov. 

FIBER Accepted Items FIBER Not Accepted

High grade white office paper, 
newspaper, magazines, hardcover/
softcover books, catalogs, junk 
mail, phone books, paperboard, and 
corrugated cardboard.

Coffee cups, shredded paper, greasy 
pizza boxes, paper plates or other 
food service ware items.

ALUMINUM & STEEL Accepted Items ALUMINUM & STEEL  Not Accepted

Cans, bottles, aerosol or food cans. Metal lids, metal cookware, bottle 
caps, and dirty aluminum pans  
and foil.

PLASTICS Accepted Items PLASTICS Not Accepted

Bottles, tubs and jugs (3-gallons or 
less).

Plastic food containers such as 
clamshells, Keurig Cups, coffee cups 
lids, plastic lids, and garden hoses.

GLASS Accepted Items GLASS Not Accepted

Amber, green, and clear bottles and 
jugs (3-gallons or less).

Windows, Pyrex, plate, drink or 
dinnerware.

ORGANIC WASTE Accepted Items ORGANIC WASTE Not Accepted

Leaves, garden residues, shrubbery, 
and tree trimmings.

CHART COURTESY OF COUNCILMAN ANTHONY COGHILL

http://www.pahouse.com/deasy
http://www.senatorfontana.com
https://www.dep.pa.gov/Pages/default.aspx
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TEENS

Pittsburgh Police Chess Club  Mondays • 3 pm
Join Zone 6 officers for weekly community chess classes! 
Children and teens are invited to develop their minds and 
practice problem-solving skills that apply on and off the 
chessboard. 

ADULTS

Mystery & More Book Discussion
Wednesday, September 11   •   1 pm
The Library Book by Susan Orlean
Join us as we talk about a fire that raged through the Los 
Angeles Public Library in April 1986, which consumed over 
400,000 books. Over thirty years later, the mystery remains: 
did someone purposefully set fire to the library?

Between the Lines Book Discussion
Monday, September 16   •   6 pm
Rachel’s Holiday by Marian Keyes
Join us to hear about Rachel, whose special fondness for 
recreational drugs lands her a spell in Dublin’s answer to the 
Betty Ford Clinic. Hoping for a luxury spa packed with celebs, 
instead she encounters group therapy and a dearth of sex, 
drugs, and rock n’ roll. 

Curious Selections Book Discussion
Tuesday, September 24   •   6 pm
Fletch by Gregory McDonald
Join as we discuss a subversive sleuth from one of the most 
successful mystery series of all time. When multimillionaire 
Alan Stanwyk offers Fletch the job of a lifetime, he’s intrigued 
and decides to do a little investigation. What he discovers is 
that the proposition is anything but what it seems. 

SEPTEMBER PROGRAMS AT CLP

The City of Pittsburgh, in partnership with 
Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library, mails an 
age-appropriate book monthly to enrolled children ages 0-5. 
These are high-quality books that are chosen by experts in the 
education and writing field and are based on the child’s age. 

Do you live in the City of Pittsburgh and have a child younger 
than 5? You can register online at https://imaginationlibrary.
com/usa/affiliate/PAPITTSBURGH/. Your child will begin 
receiving books through the USPS approximately eight weeks 
after registering. 

The City of Pittsburgh Dolly Parton Imagination Library is a 
gift to the children of Pittsburgh and is a FREE Program. This 

program is made possible by the Office of 
Mayor William Peduto, by the generous 

support of the Benter Foundation, 
and the United Way of Southwestern 
Pennsylvania who serves as our 
mailing partner. 

The program’s mission is to foster 
a love of learning in children, 
making the experience fun and 

meaningful. Since its inception 
in 1995, the Dolly Parton 
Imagination Library has 
grown to be available in over 
1,600 local communities and 
sends free books to over  

1 million children.

A FREE BOOK MAILED 
TO YOUR CHILD, 
EVERY MONTH!

FARMERS MARKET
The Quiroz Farm farmer’s market is wrapping up another 
successful year in Brookline. Once each week, they have 
set up in the Seton Center parking lot on Pioneer Avenue, 
delivering fresh produce to the community. The market will 
continue through October, setting up every Thursday from 

noon until 4:30 (or later, depending on demand). Be sure 
to stop by this fall for pumpkins, squash, and more of your 
seasonal favorites!

1900 Pioneer Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15226

Fresh produce from Quiroz Farm Fall offerings from Quiroz Farm 

https://imaginationlibrary.com/usa/affiliate/PAPITTSBURGH/%20
https://imaginationlibrary.com/usa/affiliate/PAPITTSBURGH/%20
https://setoncenter.com/
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Busy Brookline Boulevard during Breezefest. Photo courtesy of Erin Skinner.

A young girl gets her face painted at Breezefest on Brookline Boulevard.  
Photo courtesy of Melissa Distel.

The Brookline Together table, photo courtesy of Amy Fisher, Pawsburgh 
Photography.

Brookline Together’s Breezefest 
2019 is in the books! It was a 
tremendous success, bringing 
people to the Boulevard for a 
day of fun in the sun. As always, 
the event kicked off bright and 
early with the Brookline Breeze 
5K run/walk, which began at 
Brookline Park. Kids’ activities 
and vendors were set up at the 
park to send the Breezers off 
and get the party started. From 
there, the action moved further 
down the Boulevard. More than 
50 vendors set up shop on the 
sidewalk along the business 
district. They were accompanied 
by live music, crafts, glass 
blowing demonstrations, a 
martial arts showcase, a live 
action Disney character, bounce 
houses, and an array of other 
fun options on a beautiful 
summer day. Thank you to all 
of the vendors, volunteers, and 
patrons who took part in this 
year’s event. Breezefest always 
brings Brookline to life, and this 
year was no exception!

BREEZEFEST RECAP
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REMEMBERING RECIPES 
By: Beth Deller

Welcome back! My last recipe, Blueberry Delight hopefully 
helped sweetened your summer days. This time around, we’ll 
explore a versatile side dish: Ramen Noodle Salad. This recipe 
was introduced to me as a kid by my Grandma and now I make 
it for my family regularly!

RAMEN NOODLE SALAD
INGREDIENTS:
24 oz. Broccoli Slaw
½ cup canola oil
Two 3 oz. Chicken Flavored Ramen soup
1/3 cup sugar
½ cup chopped green onions
¼ cup cider vinegar
1 cup sunflower seeds
3 Tbs rice vinegar
1 bag of coleslaw mix
½ head shredded red cabbage

INSTRUCTIONS:
Preheat oven for 350°.

Crush the ramen noodles, place on baking sheet, and bake  
for 13-15 minutes, until golden brown. Cool

In a large bowl, combine broccoli slaw, coleslaw mix, green 
onions, and red cabbage.

In a separate bowl, mix Canola oil, sugar, cider vinegar, rice 
vinegar, and chicken seasoning packet from the ramen  
noodle packs.

Pour sauce on top of the salad and mix to combine, then mix 
in the sunflower seeds and noodles.

HELPFUL TIPS!
Buy Asian salad pre-made kits, and replace the packaged 
dressings and fixings with the above, that way you don’t have 
to buy several different slaws and cabbage.

Substitute the canola oil with olive oil. 

Please feel free to email us at rememberingrecipes@gmail.
com with your favorite family recipes!

4th ANNUAL NIGHT  
AT THE RACES! 
Spend your Saturday night 
raising money for a community 
nonprofit, while having a 
great night out. For only 
$20 (advance sale) you get 
admission to the event, tons 
of amazing food, and an open 
bar* including beer, wine & mint 
juleps. Tickets purchased at  
the door on the night of the 
event are $25.

There will also be really 
great raffle baskets! (If you’ve 
been to any of the last three, I’m sure you know Nancy 
Dubensky makes the best baskets South of Pittsburgh.)

Tables are selling fast, so make sure to buy your tickets soon! 
(eventbrite.com or at the BTO) Can’t make it, but want to 
honor someone who is? What an easy way to advertise your 
business? Buying a horse for only $10 is a great way to do that!  
Email info@brooklineteenoutreach.org or call 412-254-4590 
for more information.

*21+ event. No minors will be admitted.

FREE BACK TO SCHOOL SUPPLY GIVEAWAY!
Brookline Teen Outreach loves giving back to the community’s 
youth – that’s kind of our thing! We have a few of these 
backpack and supply sets left. If you have a child 10-18 in 
need, please stop by during our open hours.

Students who attend the center regularly get first priority. 
All remaining will be given on a first-come-first-served basis. 
Students ages 10-18 only.

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
The Teen Center currently needs printer paper. Please 
email us if you are willing to donate or drop it off during 
our open hours.

THE BROOKLINE TEEN 
OUTREACH 

HERITAGE PLAYERS
The Heritage Players proudly present 
Meredith Willson’s The Music Man on 
November 15–17 and 22–24 at the Seton 
Center, 1900 Pioneer Avenue, Brookline 
15226. Friday and Saturday performances 
are at 8:00 pm, and Sunday matinees are at 2:00 pm. General 
tickets are $15.00 and senior tickets are $13.00 at the door or 
online at www.heritageplayers.org. Phone: 412-254-4633. Box 
office opens one half hour before curtain. 

Thank you for our successful runs of Fahrenheit 451 and 
James and the Giant Peach Jr. You won’t want to miss our 
fall musical, so mark your calendars, and we’ll see you again 
at the Seton Center!

THE BACKYARD ANGEL… 
FOR KIDS, BY KIDS
A unique sharing ministry of infant through teen 
clothing, shoes, toys, and baby equipment.

All goods are donated; operated by volunteers. 
Donations accepted in good faith and distributed the same – 
no reselling.

ALL ARE WELCOME!  We reserve the right to limit quantities 
of distribution. Follow us on Facebook for more information.

Open Saturdays 10-1
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 933 Brookline Blvd 15226

mailto:rememberingrecipes%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:rememberingrecipes%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:info%40brooklineteenoutreach.org?subject=
http://www.heritageplayers.org/
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CLASS OF 1969 RESURRECTION SCHOOL REUNION

In front of the Church of the Resurrection at the party the night before. Left to right, back 
row: John Molinda, Eddie Kovach, Ray Abbondanza, Murray Carson, Tom McGrath

Left to right, front row:  Micky (Trapolsi) Underwood, Regina (Cronin) Dugan, Diane (Koury) Vrabel, 
Linda Dimitroff, Janet Owens, Debbie Fauth, Lori (Zieger) Dowiak, Lynn (Peters) Babusci

Class Picture at the Reunion Picnic. Back Row, left to right:  Buddy Brust, Ray Abbondanza, Pete 
Redington, Gregory Hammer, Fred Jezzi, Dave Smithyman, Mike Petris, Tom McGrath

Middle Row, left to right:  Linda (Stuernagle) Andrews, John Molinda, Patty Sheridan, Regina 
(Cronin) Dugan, Jeanne (Loy) Brown, Jeanne (Alter) Hurley, Lynn (Peters) Babusci, Paul Romano

Front Row, left to right:  Mark Schmidt, James Torcasio, Murray Carson, Debbie Fauth, Diane 
(Koury) Vrabel, Sharon (Kiefer) Sisko, Linda Dimitroff, Janet Owens

Photos courtesy of  the author.

By Diane Vrabel

Fifty years ago, the Class of 1969 graduated 
from the eighth grade at Resurrection 
School, so class members decided to 
celebrate with a reunion. 

The reunion took place in the picnic pavilion at 
Brookline Memorial Park on Saturday, June 15, 
following a pre-reunion party the night before 
at the Moonlite Café. 

The organizing committee – Linda Dimitroff, 
John Molinda, Regina (Cronin) Dugan, Janet 
Owens, and Diane (Koury) Vrabel – worked 
diligently to locate all 167 members of the 
graduating class, with a little help from 
Facebook, the Internet and word of mouth. 
Though unable to contact everyone, the 
committee received responses from enough 
people to make the reunion a rousing success.

Folks arrived from around the country 
to attend the party and picnic – Florida, 
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina and South 
Carolina – as well as from other parts of 
Pennsylvania like Pymatuning. Others who still 
reside in Brookline didn’t travel far at all. 

The Sisters of Charity at Resurrection School 
would be pleased to know that the Class 
of 1969 turned out some real professional 
achievers. Represented among class members 
were engineers, nurses, real estate pros, sales 
reps, physical therapists, computer analysts, 
writers, teachers, and government workers.

While chomping on chicken, scooping 
up pasta salad, and downing cake and 
watermelon, class members browsed through 
memorabilia which people had brought—
graduation photos, report cards, newspapers 
from 1969, old Beatles magazines, and Holy 
Communion accessories, including prayer 
books, little white purses, and an original 
Communion dress.

Between musings about May Crownings and 
Ressi Raider basketball games, attendees 
swapped stories about growing up in 
Brookline, playing kickball in the alleys, going 
to the Boulevard to buy ice cream, records 
and magazines, and frolicking around the 
Brookline Community Center and Moore Park 
in the summer months when school was out. 

At least for those two days in June, the 
Class of 1969 successfully recaptured the 
vibrant memories of their youth from 50 
long years ago. 

To see pictures of the reunion, reconnect with 
classmates, and get information about future 
reunion events, visit the Ressi Reunion Class of 
’69 Facebook page. 
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Visit our tent at Brookline Breezefest & register for the 
World of Mae 5k and 1 Mile Fun Run in North Park on 
10/5/19. The shady course has smooth terrain and is 
accessible for strollers, wheelchairs, walkers, and 
runners of ALL paces! 

https://WorldOfMae.blog

Samantha Melhorn
Real Estate Professional

NextHome PPM Realty
1308 Peermont Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15216

412.343.6206 x319 office
412.453.6289 cell

smelhorn@ppmrealty.com
www.samanthasellpitsburgh.comScoopsPittsburgh.comYour Friendly Neighborhood Ice Cream Parlor

SCOOPS

TM
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HARRY A. READSHAW
STATE REPRESENTATIVE  

36th LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

PROFESSIONAL LICENSURE COMMITTEE
DEMOCRATIC CHAIRMAN

1917 Brownsville Road 
Pittsburgh, PA  15210

412.881.4208
hreadsha@pahouse.net

CITY OF PITTSBURGH
City Council – District 4

510 City County Building
414 Grant Street Pittsburgh, PA 15219

412-255-2131  Cell: 412-355-2903

Anthony Coghill

anthonycoghill.pittsburghpa.gov

www.SouthHillsUsedWashersAndDryers.com

Sales

Service

Delivery

South Hills Used 
Washers & Dryers

We have a large selection of like-new 
Whirlpool and Kenmore washers and dryers

Gary Henry
412-641-9605

155 McNeilly Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15226
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No Name Cafe
Open Seven Days A Week
8:00am–4:00pm

Breakfast Served All Day
Lunch Served After 11:00am

536 Brookline Blvd.
412.563.1813

• Serving youth ages 10–18
• Educational and social programming
• Tutoring and community service opps
• Counseling services to people of all ages!

FREE to all!

www.BrooklineTeenOutreach.org
520 Brookline Blvd., PGH, PA 15226  |  412.254.4590

BROOKLINE  
TEEN OUTREACH

Located in Downtown Pittsburgh  
100 Fifth Avenue (at Liberty)

www.NewYorkOriginal.com

SUMMER 
HOURS

Mon–Thurs: 11am–8pm
Fri–Sat: 11am–10pm
Sun: 12pm–5pm

Nothing fancy, just five generations good! 

Denise Marasco
Realtor®
Serving the South Hills Area

412.561.7400 x508
412.977.5673 (call or text)
Denise Marasco@howardhanna.com

Mt Lebanon Office
701 Washington Road, Pittsburgh, PA  15228

www.howardhanna.com

REAL ESTATE   MORTGAGE
TITLE   INSURANCE

Have A Great Real Estate Day! 

Over 100 Years 
Quality Service

Plumbing
Heating

Air Conditioning
Water Heaters

Sewer & Drain Cleaning
Gas, Water & Sewer Lines

Emergency Service Available
Residential & Commerical

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

Brookline Plumber
412-531-0183

613 Brookline Blvd, Pittsburgh

PA Reg. #PA00934 HP #3599

http://www.BrooklineTeenOutreach.org 
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938 Brookline Boulevard | 412-561-0811 | www.abossopticians.com

A-BOSS Opticians
Vintage Eyewear SALE Frames from 1910–1990s.

706 Brookline Blvd, Pittsburgh, PA 15226  |  412.531.5322

partycake1@yahoo.com  |  www.partycake.com

(412) 551-9513 mobile  |  (412) 833-5405 x276 direct  |  carmela.viviano@pittsburghmoves.com

CARMELA VIVIANO, 
Realtor®

(412) 551-9513

Trust a local agent to sell your home. 
We know your neighborhood.

SOUTH HILLS
1630 Washington Rd, Pittsburgh, PA 15241-1217

http://www.abossopticians.com
mailto:carmela.viviano%40pittsburghmoves.com?subject=
http://www.thepubsauce.com
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DONTE’S PIZZERIA
 FEATURING HOMEMADE DOUGH & 

MEATBALLS
CALZONES • SALADS • PASTA DINNERS • HOAGIES • SIDES

Book Your Event In Our Privte Party Room 
Holds Up To 30 People • BYOB

Open 7 Days • Daily Specials • Lunch Deals 11–4

dontespizzeria.com  
6409 Brownsville Rd., South Park

412-655-2004

Their business enables us to continue 
publishing BROOKLINE NOW and to highlight 
the people who make our community great! 

P L E A S E  S U P P O R T
…the advertisers who SUPPORT us.

If you would like to advertise with us,  
email: newsletter15226@gmail.com.

http://www.pitaland.com
mailto:newsletter15226%40gmail.com?subject=I%20want%20to%20advertise%21
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LUNCH • DINNER • SMALL PLATES • WEEKEND BRUNCH • BAR

Brookline & Amel’s: A Tradition Since 1958

www.amelsrestaurantpgh.com
435 McNeilly Road, Pittsburgh PA  15226

412-563-3466

Mediterranean eatery with a large menu of 
entrees, seafood & sandwiches,  

plus a bar and patio. 

It’s getting HOT but don’t sweat it!  
Pittsburgh’s #1 Awning Company 

has got you covered!

EverlastAwnings.com

Fully licensed and insured. 

412.341.4500

The Department of Energy estimates that awnings  
can reduce solar heat gain in the summer by up to 77%

*Special expires October 31, 2019 and cannot be combined with any other discounts.

YOUR NEXT HOME PROJECT!
15%

OFF*

CALL NOW TO RECEIVE

SUMMER SPECIAL!

“Best  
Restaurant 

(Family) 
Brookline”

Trib Total  
Media

PA #140417

http://www.amelsrestaurantpgh.com 
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Being Sal’s hospital is 
our most prestigious award.

100 Top Hospitals® is a registered trademark of IBM Watson Health™

1 0 0 0  B O W E R  H I L L  R O A D      •      M T .  L E B A N O N ,  P A  1 5 2 4 3      •     4 1 2 . 9 4 2 . 4 0 0 0      •      S T C L A I R . O R G

5-TIME WINNER

Sal | Brookline

St. Clair Hospital has once again been recognized as one of the nation’s 100 Top Hospitals®. 

This marks the fifth time St. Clair has achieved this prestigious honor, affirming the 

Hospital’s commitment to exceptional patient safety, clinical outcomes, patient 

satisfaction, and value. St. Clair is proud of the excellent care we provide our patients. 

We salute our outstanding physicians, employees, and volunteers for this notable 

achievement. To learn more about our award-winning care, please visit stclair.org.

1059-2_100 Top Ad_SAL 01_BROOKNOW_FR.indd   1 8/2/19   1:05 PM


